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“Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have 
first given us:  our selves.  our time, and our possessions--signs of 
your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who offered 
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.”  

 An Ecumenical Offering 
God’s Work.  Our Hands.  This theme is an imme-
diate and future need.  In various parts of our 
synod, many continue with the lengthy process of 
siphoning water from basements, replacing moldy 
sheetrock, hauling discarded appliances, or sifting 
remnants for salvageable keepsakes.  Suddenly, in 
the face of crisis, it no longer matters who belongs 
to which church—it matters that the church is 
there.  As in Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan, 
we find out who our true neighbors are. 
 
There is a deep helplessness in many of us who 
were less affected by the storms.  How can we 
help?  What can we do to convey our compassion 
and extend our hands to you as our neighbors?  Is 
there an ecumenical response to the needs of our 
flooded or tornado-stricken neighbors? 
 
Here in Clinton, we experimented with an answer 
to these questions.  In early July, Zion Lutheran 
Church and First United Methodist Church teamed 
up and asked other community church bodies to 
join us in sponsoring a spaghetti supper.  Through 
the local newspaper and church service announce-
ments, the community was invited to eat and also 
to bid on some silent auction items.  Various 
churches prepared and served the meal or donated 
items for the auction. 
 
God’s abundance was evident in the surprising 
success!! Tables in the vast fellowship hall had 
centerpieces which were photos of the flood’s dev-
astation.  Volunteers flooded the kitchen to spoon 
up the pasta and splash it with sauce or to divide 
and serve the donated cakes and bars and pies. An 
empty flood bucket was marked for donations and 
generosity was everywhere.  Just recently, pro-
ceeds from that evening were divided between 

First United Methodist and Zion.  What a joy it 
was to send Zion’s half, $4000 (!) to Lutheran Dis-
aster Response. 
 
In 2009, the ELCA’s Churchwide Assembly will 
determine a full communion agreement with the 
United Methodist Church.  Perhaps a humble spa-
ghetti supper in Clinton, Iowa is the foretaste of 
the oneness to come. 

To support the Mission teams from Zion 
who are going to Cedar Rapids and other 

flood damaged areas, please write a check to 
Zion Lutheran and write “mission support” on 
the memo line.  You may bring/mail this to the 
church office or put it into the offering plate.  

This will help us to keep reaching out to those 
who are in such great need.  Thank you for 

your support and thank you to those who are 
able to be a part of the mission teams.   

Our next trips are Saturday, September 
20 and October 18.  
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All ministry is interim ministry 
BY BISHOP PHILIP HOUGEN  (Bishop Hougen retired July 31) 

 
 As my twelve years as bishop come to an end and I retire after thirty nine years of pastoral minis-
try, I know very well that all ministry is interim ministry. There are people who came before me and 
there will be people who will come after me. That’s the way it is in the Church of Jesus Christ. We can 
be comforted by the work of the Spirit which always raises up new leaders for God’s people.   
  
 By the grace of God and the work of the Holy Spirit I was brought into the community of faith. It 
was certainly not my own doing. God worked through people too numerous to name and some whose 
names I never knew or have forgotten. The church called me to pastoral ministry and the office of 
bishop. To the extent God’s will has been done through my pastoral and Episcopal work, it is by God’s 
grace. Family, congregations, colleagues, friends, and a few enemies have shaped my faith and work. As 
much as our human nature desires to sing solos, God’s work is always done by a mighty chorus, not by 
an individual.  The church of Jesus Christ is a mighty chorus. 
  
 While I am retiring from employed pastoral ministry, I am not retiring from being a disciple of 
Jesus. I am looking forward to finding new ways to serve, probably less institutional, but, I pray, no less 
faithful. Each new day is a gift. I look forward to time for family, friends, and community. I feel very 
blessed to have the freedom of retirement. So many people in our world have so few choices and I have 
so much freedom to choose how to use my time, money, and energy. I am blessed.  
  
 I look forward to crossing paths often with those whom I have met in the Southeastern Iowa 
Synod. I look forward to supporting Bishop Michael Burk in the challenging work to which he has been 
called. I thank God for the Church and its pastoral ministry in which I have been privileged to serve.   
 
To read the entire article by Bishop Hougen, go to www.seiasynod.org.   
 Go to News and Events; Publications; Crossroads—Current Issue.  

ZWELCA News: September is a busy month for the Women of the Church.   
 

First: the whole month is the Bakeless Bake Sale, a repeat from last year.  There will be an envelope in the 
pews or at your circle meeting.  Please put a donation equal to the cost of making brownies with nuts, the 
time for baking, and for the money you would have spent at a bake sale.  These donations will be matched, 
up to $400, by Thrivent with a portion of it going to the Zion Youth attending the National Youth Gather-
ing in New Orleans next summer.  You have the whole month to make your donation. 
 
Second: September 13th is our Mini Brunch.  Devotions will be provided by Elizabeth Circle while Re-
becca and Naomi Circles will be the Hostesses.  Our program will center on the new DVD on the Women 
of the ELCA. 
 
Third: September 20 is our Fall Cluster meeting at Immanuel Lutheran Church.  Our theme is: “Act Boldly 
and Reach out”.  Pastor Paul Holmer will lead the Bible Study.  John and Martha Bonte will provide a pro-
gram on “Pare Diocese: Our Journey in Faith Together.”  Your offering will be given to Lutheran Services 
of Iowa Disaster Relief Fund and the Love Gift donations will be designated for Pantries United and the 
Associate Benevolent Society of Clinton.  Make your reservation with Carol by the Sept. 15th at 243-
4484. 
 
Finally: Our Quilt ministry will be celebrated at all 3 worship services on September 27 & 28th.  We will 
pack up the quilts and kits on the 29th so they are ready to ship to Lutheran World Relief on Oct. 18. 
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SERVICES 
 

TRADITIONAL  
Saturday evenings— 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday mornings — 8:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

CONTEMPORARY 
Sunday mornings —10:30 a.m. 

 
 
 

MID-WEEK MORNING PRAYER 
Wednesday mornings — 8:00 a.m. 

 

BIBLE STUDIES 
Saturday evenings —4:15 p.m. 
 Sunday mornings — 9:15 a.m.  

 
RADIO BROADCAST WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sunday mornings: 10:30 a.m. on KROS 1340AM 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

September 7, 2008 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
Psalm 119:33-40 
Second Reading: Romans 13: 8-14 
Gospel: Matthew 6:7-15 
 
 

September 14,  2008 
First Reading: Genesis 50:14-21 
Psalm 103:8-13 
Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12 
Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 
 
September 21,  2008 
First Reading: Jonah 3:10—4:11 
Psalm 145:1-8 
Second Reading:  Philippians 1:21-30 
Gospel: Matt. 20:1-16 
 
September 28, 2008 
First Reading:  Ezekial 18:1-4, 25-32 
Psalm 25:1-9 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
Gospel:  Matt. 21:23-32 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP 
September 7: Rally Sunday 
 
September 14: Apostle’s Build Dedication at Zion, 2:00 pm. 
 
September 27 & 28: Music Celebration featuring “Spirit Song”.  
   
September 28: 8:00 Am Worship Service—4th Graders receive their Bible. 
 

Now is your chance to help start a new evening Bible 
Study.  With the Book of Faith Initiative we will explore 
the Bible, the people who wrote the books, the communi-
ties for which the books were written and how we, as Lu-
therans, interpret the Bible.  Come open the Scriptures and 
join in the conversation! 

 

Tuesday September 23rd, 6:30 p.m.,  in the conference room, we will begin the 
journey into the scriptures.   If you have any questions, please contact Pr. Stacy 
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October 12: CROP Walk.  Zion will be hosting Crop Walk 2009 on October 12th.  This is a great oppor-
tunity to open our doors to the community as we work together to fight hunger.  Please join us in the 
fight against hunger, not only by gathering donations and walking, but also by offering hospitality to fel-
low walkers and volunteering to set-up and clean-up.  Please contact John Bonte or Pr. Stacy for more 
details. 
 
October 11 & 12: Quilt weekend, Global ministry emphasis. 

 
October 18: Mission Trip #4 to Cedar Rapids.  
 
 October 26: Trunk or Treat with Tigger and friends.   
 
October 27, 5—8pm: Fundraising fun at Clinton Pizza Ranch for the benefit of  
Habitat for Humanity, Apostle’s Build.  Good food, fun and excellent service.   

SEPTEMBER EVENTS 
Saturday, September 6, Noon: Installation of Bishop Michael Burke,  
the newly elected bishop of the SE Iowa Synod.  This event will happen 
in Cedar Rapids at St. Pious X Catholic Church.  
 

Sunday, September 7: Rally Sunday.  We are starting the Sunday School year with a  
Family Festival at 9:15, starting in the Auditorium (above the Fellowship Hall).   
Registration forms are available in this Courier (p. 10) and in the church office.   
 

 Monday, September 8, 2008, 5pm-8pm 
 Fundraising fun at the Clinton Pizza Ranch (1347-11th St. NW) to benefit Habitat for Hu-
manity, Apostles Build.  Members of the congregation will be at your service-bussing ta-
bles, refilling drinks and making a second trip to the buffet for you.  All tips, as 
well as 10% of all food purchased that evening, both eat in and carry out, will go 
to Habitat for Humanity.  Come and join the fun! 
 

Sunday, September 14, 2 pm: Apostle’s Build Dedication at Zion Lutheran. 
 

Wednesdays, September 17 & 24, 5:30—7:30 pm: 4th Grade Bible Orienta-
tion Class.  This pre-confirmation class will introduce 4th graders and their 
parents to the Bible.  Each 4th grader will be presented with their own Bible 
on Sunday, Sept. 28 at the 8 am Worship Service. 

 

Saturday, September 20, 7:30 am—6:30 pm: Mission Trip #3 to Cedar Rapids.   
Sign up in the office if you want to join us.  We will get you more information .   
 

Sunday, September 21, 1—5 pm: Fellowship Boat Outing.  Meet at 1 p.m. at the 9th Ave-
nue North boat dock (Next to Wendy's).  Boats will travel up stream and plan to return 
around 5 p.m.  Sign-up in the narthex by Sunday, September 14th if interested. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
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EDUCATION 
Sunday, September 7 at 9:15am: Rally Day.  We are calling all 
students, 3 years old through 5th graders back to Sunday 
School.  We will start with a Family Festival.  We will meet in 
the Auditorium, above the Fellowship Hall, for music and 
some orientation.  Then, you will visit each of the classrooms 
where there will be activities for the whole family.  Parents, please attend with 
your child/children as we start to explore the exciting year ahead of us.  
 

Sunday School Registration forms are available in this Courier, in the church 
office, and in the Fellowship Hallway.  Children—get registered now.   
Adults—Share your Faith with Zion’s children!  Our Sunday School is growing!  
Teachers are needed for Sunday School.  Sunday School is being divided into 2 sections: 3 
year old—Kindergarten and 1st—3rd grade.  Each section will follow a 3 week rotation of 
story/drama, food/games, and crafts/science station.  We will need 6 teachers for each 3 
week rotation.  Please prayerfully consider your participation.  Sign up on the registration 
form or on the bulletin board outside of the Fellowship Hall.   
 

4th and 5th grade Sunday School will be held in the new middle school youth classroom, 
located in the basement youth area directly under the fellowship hall.   The class will be 
focused on Bible study, discussion and games. 
 

4th Graders Bible Pre-Confirmation Class: Wednesdays, Sept. 17 & 24, 5:30—8:00pm.  
We will start with supper for the 4th graders and their parents (siblings are also invited).  
From supper we will move to the class time with Ruth, Pastor Stacy, Pastor Jen, and oth-
ers.  This is the preparation for receiving your own Bible on Sunday, Sept. 28 at the 8:00 
service.  Call the church office to let us know you are coming to this class.   
If you would like to participate in this class and you are not in 4th grade, talk to Ruth or 
one of the Pastors.  We would welcome you to our class. 
 
 

Sept 10th Confirmation Orientation at 6:30:  
 Confirmation students and Parents, please attend 

2009 National Lutheran Youth Gathering News: 
Fundraising Kick-off: September 20 & 21 at all 3 worship services.   
There will be baked goods, the Fair Trade Coffee/Tea/Chocolate 
for sale.  Come to support our youth who are attending the  
2009 NLYG. 
 
Sunday, Sept. 7, 4:00 pm: Kick-off celebration/Pool party at  
Pastor Jen’s.   
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STEWARD-
HOW MUCH DOES GOD WANT ME TO GIVE? 

There is no simple answer to this question.  It is a matter for Bible study and prayer.  The Bible does 
point us in the direction of an answer by giving us guidelines that may make a good starting point for 
you on your journey of generosity: 

The Tithe.  This mandatory 10% offering was an Old Testament benchmark that pointed to 
God’s ownership of all things. 

Freewill Offerings.  These are voluntary offerings over and above the tithe which are meant to 
break the power of money in our lives. 

Sacrificial Offerings.  These are voluntary gifts over and above both the tithe and the freewill 
offering which flow from our love for God and require that we give up something valuable 
in order to give. 

Radical Generosity.  This is giving percentages so large that they do not make sense from a 
natural point of view, purely out of a desire to invest in God’s generosity and to help others. 

 
When soldier and politician Sam Houston (1793-1863) came to faith in Christ, everyone who knew him 
was surprised.  They were even more surprised when, after Houston was baptized, he announced his 
intent to pay one-half of his minister’s salary.   
When asked why, he answered by saying,  
 

   “My pocketbook was baptized, too”. 
 
   How much does God want you to give? 

Green Committee 
One of the goals of the Stewardship committee for the year was to help Zion become 
aware that we are stewards of all that God has created, and what we can do as individu-
als and as a church to be better stewards. Toward that end we would like to form a 
“Green Committee”.  On Sunday,  September 28, at 11:45 the Stewardship committee 
will host a lunch for persons interested in being on such a committee.  At this time we 
will talk in general terms about forming a committee.  It is our goal that this committee 
include representation from all committees and organizations of the church as well as 
anyone who has an interest in conserving Gods resources. 
If you are interested in attending this meeting or learning more about this committee 
call the church office or Willard Larsen 259-1871. 

Going 
Green 

 

Zion’s Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting 
September 11, 2008 @ 6:30 p.m. @ Zion 

 

A small group has been formed at Zion to knit/crochet prayer shawls for our members and others who 
may be in need of comfort.  The prayer shawls are created with  blessings, and prayers for the recipient as 

a tangible expression of love from our Zion family. 
 

If you are interested in helping in this effort – by knitting/crocheting, learning how to knit/crochet, or by 
cutting yarn and adding fringe to a finished product, we would love to have you join us in this effort.  

There is plenty of time for fellowship, too! 
 

**To knit a shawl, you will need to bring 3 skeins of the same color yarn and size 11 knitting needles. 
**To crochet, you will need 4 skeins of the same color of yarn and a size M, N, or P crochet hook. 

We will have yarn and needles/hooks available for anybody who would like to learn how to knit/crochet. 
 

For more information:  Call LeAnne Larsen @ 259-1871 



 

 

7 

MISSION FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS 
 August 2: Nine members of Zion traveled to Cedar Rapids to help in the flood ravaged 
city.  The city looked as though it is well on its way to recovery, though it will take years to get 
back to normal. As we met at the pre-designated area, we saw Pastor Jen and lots of buckets sit-
ting all by herself.  Jerry had dropped her off not long before on his way to Des Moines.  We pro-
ceeded to the Knights of Columbus and found a group from New Orleans, LA. there to help C.R. 
refugees, as they know all about flooding and needing help.  They had a crew out working on 

homes and a crew to fix a creole/cajun meal for the victims of 
the flood.  It still moves my soul to think of THOSE people up 
here.  Zion has sent 2 groups to NOLA this year to help in their 
recovery and they are sending people up here to help us.  UN-
BELIEVABLE! 
 As we left the K.C. and headed to our house, one could 
see the damage of the water.  We turned to go into the neighbor-
hood and you could see the water line on homes 
and cars.  My heart jumped as I thought back to 

looking out Miss Cummings’ home in NOLA.  Cedar Rapids was flooded June 11, 
so we are now close to two months passed and still no water, no electricity, and 
outhouses standing on the corners. 
 We met the owner of the home, Les, a soft spoken man about 50.  He is 
now living with his daughter as he reconditions his home.  Ron Huffman said 
later, “He (Les) had that shocked look on his face”,  overwhelmed and not 

knowing where to start.  Pastor Stacy said it best 
in her sermon 8/2 and 8/3, “overwhelmed and in-
adequate for the challenge.” 
 Later, after hours of work, Les sat on an old bathtub we had 
pulled out of the house.  Face down and hands on his knees he asked 
“Why are you here?”  Pastor Jen said “We’re just here to help.”  

With that he lifted his hands and said, “I don’t know what to say.  
Thank you.”  As I thought about his question, I thought of the 
many times in my life when someone has helped me in big and 

small ways.  I’m simply passing that help on to someone else.  That’s why I’m here. 
 Whether his name is Les in C.R. or Miss Cummings in NOLA, or some unknown person 
in a far off city, people need our help.  Our brothers and sisters in Christ need us, our hands, our 
hearts, our ears, and our prayers.  Please be part of our next mission, or the next, or the next... 

 

Yours in Christ, Tom Bass 
 

Members of this mission team: Joyce Ollie, Judy 
Merritt , Judy Carstensen, John Christiansen, 
Janet Shaw, Skip Carstensen, Ron Huffman, and 
Tom Bass.  Not pictured: Pastor Jen.  

 
The next trip (#3) to Cedar Rapids is scheduled for Saturday, 
September 20, 7:30 am—6:30 pm.   
The next trip (#4) is scheduled for October 18.  If you would like to be a part of either or both of 
those trips, please call the church office—242-7391.  We will send you details. 

Joyce Ollie standing by the pile of rubble. 

Ron Huffman tearing 
out  a ruined wall. 

Taking a break on the rubble pile. 
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NEW BOOKS FOR SEPTEMBER 
Apologies to several people who donated books and didn’t get recognized in the May Courier: 

Martha Bonte for Imaging the Journey, written by people at Grand View College in Des Moines. 
Ben Quint  for donating a new copy of C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters.  We now also have 

five  new DVD ‘s about Lewis, including The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. 
Marianne Jensen for two books by Barbara Kingsolver—Pigs in Heaven and Prodigal Summer. 
Pat Cramer for Three Cups of Tea telling of Greg Mortenson’s  building schools in Pakistan. 

 
We have been given quite a few new books recently: 
 The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully by Joan Chittister.  Carol Gruhn 
heard her speak at the Triennial Gathering in Salt Lake City and donated her book. 
 My Life in France is an autobiography of Julia Child and was donated by Fran-
cie Hill. 
 The Mermaid Chair by Sue Monk Kidd was donated by Marianne Jensen. 
 Marianne also donated three autobiographical books:  Night by Elie Wiesel, 
The Measure of a Man by Sidney Poitier, and Me by Katherine Hepburn. 

Happenings This Month  
We would like to welcome Lynne Kallenbach as the new Assistant Director.   
She previously worked in our preschool program.  We are so happy to have her in the office.   

 
Child care is gearing up for the fall schedule.  The 2 year old group is planning on 
doing some corn painting, tractor prints, finger paint pals, and all sorts of other 
daily activities.  The 3 year old group will make red play dough, a red necklace, 
and an apple boat just to list a few.  The 4 year olds will do circle painting, apple 
stamping, make a red glitter picture, and many more activities. 
 

Thank You 
      A special thank you to the Martin’s for the donation of the computer.  We would also like to thank the 
Building and Grounds Committee for the wall that they built in the preschool room and for the work they 
have done to the playground.  We couldn’t do it without you! 
 

Camp Notes 
Zion now offers Mon.-Fri. preschool for the 4 year olds.  We are partners with the Clinton Schools for 
this program which is FREE to all 4 year olds in the community.   The program 
is funded by a grant from the state of Iowa.    
The September theme is “All About Me”.  The Tuesday and Thursday pre-
school class for 3 year olds will begin on September 3rd.  They are looking for-
ward to a field trip to the Apple Orchard at the Canticle.  Their focus this  
month will be on the color red and the shape of a circle. 
We are looking forward to a great year! 

 Zion Child Care and Preschool 

Here is the final total from the Zion Relay for Life:  $3,592.66 
The county raised over $130,000 and we had over 1700 luminarias. 

 

Thanks to all of the Zion congregation for their awesome support as always! 
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Sunday School is open to children who are 3 years old to Grade 5. 

To Register: Fill out one registration form per family and bring it to the church office.  
 

 
 

Student’s Name: ______________________________________________ Sex: M      F 
 

Birth Date: ___________ Age on Sept. 7, 2008: ______   Grade entering, Fall 2008: _____ 
 

Student’s Name: ______________________________________________ Sex: M      F 
 

Birth Date: ___________ Age on Sept. 7, 2008: ______   Grade entering, Fall 2008: _____ 
 
Student’s Name: ______________________________________________ Sex: M      F 
 

Birth Date: ___________ Age on Sept. 7, 2008: ______   Grade entering, Fall 2008: _____ 
 
Parent’s Name(s): _______________________________________________________ 
 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Home Phone: _______________________ Bus./Cell Phone: ______________________ 
 

E-mail address: __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Zion Lutheran Sunday School Registration, 2008 – 2009  

Ministry Opportunities for Jr. High, Sr High, and Adults: 
Sunday School  will only happen WITH YOU!  Please check how you can help: 

 

_____ Teacher (3 week rotation)     
_____ 4th & 5th Grade Teacher (team teaching for the year)     
_____ Shepherd (lead a class of children to their lesson each week.) 
_____ Supply Shopper (done on your schedule – get a list of supplies needed, buy them, and return  
  them to the resource room. Receipts turned in to church office.) 
_____ Christian Education Committee (meets the last Tuesday evening of each  month) 
_____ Christmas Program Committee (assisting with preparation and production) 
_____ Stepping Stones Committee (Celebrating the major events of life – Baptism, First Bible,  
  First Communion, Confirmation, Graduation, Blessing of Backpacks and more) 
_____ Family Festivals and Celebrations  (Rally Day, Advent Festival, Last Day of SS) 
_____ Drama Groups (prepare presentations for Sunday School and/or Worship) 

Pictures:   
I WILL allow pictures of my child to be used for advertising these events at church and on the WEB site.  
I agree that my child’s name will not be included in any posting of the pictures. 
 

Parent’s Signature: ________________________________________________________________ 
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