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June 11 & 12:  

Pentecost Celebration  

Come, Holy Spirit, Come! 

Happy Birthday to the Church 
We celebrate by wearing RED! 

10:30 WorshipðAffirmation of Baptism 

Gerry Hardison,  

Zionôs Office Manager,  

is leaving and we will miss her.   

Please join us in saying Good-bye and  

Thank you at an open house on Friday,  

June 3 from 1ð3pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
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 When was the last time you watched a 

really good chase scene?  I must admit that I ea-

gerly anticipate each new James Bond movie be-

cause I enjoy the opening sequence:  a most des-

perate chase in yet another new part of the world 

with yet one more new and outlandish prop util-

ized in a way only Bond could endure. 

 I enjoy a good chase scene because I enjoy 

the thrill of the chase.  The running.  The competi-

tion.  The push beyond normal endurance.  The 

exhaustion.  The satisfaction of going to and find-

ing the limit. 

 Spring is a power-walking, jogging, and 

running season--by foot and by schedule. Long 

distance runners go inside themselves for sustain-

ing energies.  Parental chauffeurs sigh in camara-

derie as their children join one more activity.  

Concerts, graduations, holidays, planning summer 

scheduleséis the finish line ever in sight? 

 Itôs the chase that also makes this transition 

in church seasons come alive. And grace dawns 

on Easter with promises brighter than shelves full 

of silver trophies or the gleam of a championship 

ring.  Grace outdistances competition.  Life is vic-

torious.  Springtime relief-pitches after winter is 

played out. 

Then springôs chase scenes begin anew!  

Birds scatter to find construction materials for 

nests.  Squirrels scamper to their final food 

caches.  People dash to open windows and then 

scurry outside with rakes and gloves.  Farmersô 

eyes gleam with anticipation as they size up their 

(friendly) neighborhood competition. 

The thrill of the chase, for me, was culti-

vated throughout my young life on our farm out-

side of Nora Springs, Iowa.  Far outweighing the 

competitiveness on the softball diamond or on the 

basketball court was the usually gleeful rivalry 

within our farm family.  The game typically 

started at the expanded dining room table follow-

ing a family meal.  Competitors varied in number 

and interest.  Rules developed as the game pro-

gressed.  The goal always remained the same: put 

an ice cube down someoneôs back and then es-

cape without getting wet.  The playing field then 

expanded beyond the tranquil dining room, onto 

the wrap-around porch, down four steps, and out 

onto the expansive lawn. Instigators could tell 

how many to out-run by the number of times the 

screen door slammed.  Endgame?  More than a 

few wet shirts and trousers, and giggles that 

winded the runners and shortened the chase. 

Since then, the game has been refined.  

Squirt guns hold more water and they donôt melt 

in your hand.  Streams of water can be pumped to 

distances sprinters can only imagine.  The players 

have changed over the years, but the endgame 

has remained constant: wet clothing and plenty of 

giggles. 

What if our competitiveness and pride 

wore different uniforms?  What if our struggles 

or conflicts sought different prizes?  What if gig-

gles and grace could satisfy the thrill of the 

chase?        What if, in yet another new part of 

the world with yet one more new and amazing 

device or decision, peace and reconciliation 

could play their final matchðand win?  What if 

we truly believed that Easterôs grace outdistances 

our human divisions? 

Come and worship with us  ALL summer 

and weôll pray these ñwhat ifsò into reality. 

  See you in church! 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is 

not your own doing; it is the gift of God--not the result of 

works, so that no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8 
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Symbols in our Worship: 
When you look around the sanctuary (worship center) of Zion Lutheran, what do you 

see?  There are stained glass windows in the front and there is a large cross between 

them.  But what else do you see?  Do you know what these different symbols, objects and 

pictures mean?  Have you ever looked up at the ceiling?  The next time you come to wor-

ship, look up and contemplate the following: 
 

The ChurchðLike Noahôs Ark: 

 From most ancient times the church has been compared to 

a ship.  An old document, Apostolic Constitutions, dating back 

to about the 3rd century, gives this instruction on how to build a church: ñLet the building 

be oblong, toward the east, like a ship.ò To this day we refer to the main part of the 

church as the NAVE, from the Latin, NAVIS, a ship. 

 As the ship sails through troubled seas, so the church, amid the waves and winds 

of adversity, is on its heavenward voyage.  Jesus Christ, the captain of our salvation 

(Hebrews 2:10) is in charge.  The passengers are the church members, served by a crew 

of pastors, teachers, counselors, and others who minister. 

 A bit more Biblical, as a symbol of the church, is Noahôs ark.  During the great 

Flood the ark (like the church, as it appears to the onlooker, hardly a graceful vessel) kept 

eight souls from perishing.  These were Noah, his wife, his sons Shem, Ham, and Ja-

pheth, and their wives. 

 In his First Epistle, St. Peter draws a parallel between two kinds of water.  He re-

calls that these eight persons were not only saved from the Flood water but also by it, for 

it bore up the ark in which Noah and his family found a sanctuary.  Then he speaks of the 

water whereby the church saved people: ñBaptism, which corresponds to this, now saves 

youò.  The church, as a New Testament Noahôs ark, is equipped with the means of salva-

tion: Word and sacraments. 
 

Another symbol, related to the ship is the anchor.  Have you seen it in the 

stained glass window to the right of the altar?  Here are some thoughts: 

The Anchor of Hope: 

 The basis for associating the anchor with Christian hope is found in 

Hebrews 6:19-20: ñWe have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, 

a hope that enters into the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has 

gone as a forerunner on our behalf.ò 

 Christians have hope because Jesus has preceded them to the throne of the heav-

enly Father, having entered the holy of holies above after He had made atonement for sin 

and then risen from the dead.  As the anchor holds the ship in place, so hope holds the be-

liever to Christ.  The hymn writer puts it like this: ñMy hope is built on nothing less than 

Jesusô blood and righteousness.ò  
 

From Symbols and Their Meaning by Rudolph F. Norden.  Concordia Publishing House. 
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SERVICES 
 

TRADITIONAL  

Saturday eveningsð 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday mornings ð 8:00 a.m. 
 
 

 

CONTEMPORARY 

Sunday mornings ð10:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

BIBLE STUDIES 

Saturday evenings ð4:15 p.m. 

 Sunday mornings ð 9:15 a.m.  
 

 
 

MID -WEEK MORNING PRAYER 

Wednesday mornings ð 9:00 a.m. 

This is a 30 minute worship, with 

communion, open to everyone. 

 

RADIO BROADCAST WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sunday mornings: 10:30 a.m. on KROS 1340 AM 

June WORSHIP  
June 4 & 5 (7th Sunday of Easter) 
ñSo when they had come together, they asked him, ñLord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?ò  He replied, ñIt is not for you to know the times or periods that the Fa-

ther has set by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.ò  Acts 1:6-8 
 

June 11 & 12 (Pentecost) 
ñAnd no one can say ñJesus is Lordò except by the Holy Spirit.  Now there are varieties of 

gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are 

varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.  To each is 

given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.ò  I Corinthians 12:3b-6 
 

June 18 & 19 (The Holy Trinity) 
Paul writes to the church in Corinth: ñFinally, brothers and sisters, farewell.  Put things in or-

der, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace 

will be with you.  Greet one another with a holy kiss.  All the saints greet you.  The grace of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.ò  2 

Corinthians 13:11-13 
 

June 25 & 26 (2 Sunday of Pentecost) 
ñYour love, O LORD, forever will I sing; from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faith-

fulness.  For I am persuaded that you steadfast love is established forever; you have set your 

faithfulness firmly in the heavens.ò  Psalm 89:1-2 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
June 4 & 5 (7th Sunday of Easter) 
First Reading: Acts 1: 6-14 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

Gospel: John 17:1-11 
 

June 11 & 12 (Pentecost) 
First Reading: Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

Gospel: John 20:19-23 
 

June 18 & 19 (The Holy Trinity) 
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

Psalm 8 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 
 

June 25 & 26 (2 Sunday of Pentecost) 
First Reading: Jeremiah 28:5-9 

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

Second Reading: Romans 6:12-23 
Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Holidays/christmas-north-star.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Holidays/christmas-north-star.shtml&usg=__4JjUqa0tSkc-A-SS--gacVMU9Xc=&h=295&w=272&sz=21&hl=en&st
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JUNE EVENTS 
From now until June 8:  Confirmation youth are selling pizzas from Mannyôs 

Two in Fulton.  Watch the narthex for a sign-up table, or look for an order 

form.  No orders will be taken after June 8. 
 

June 4 & 5/11 & 12: Baby Shower in the Narthex, sponsored by Elizabeth Circle.  See pg. 5 

for more information and how you can participate. 
 

June 12, 10:30 am: Affirmation of Baptism celebration during worship.  A special recogni-

tion of the confirmation students will take place during the Fellowship hour at 9:00 am.  
 

June 12: Blessing of Prayer Shawls during worship.   

This group is reaching out to many in our congregation who need some 

prayers and some of Godôs love to be wrapped around them If you 

would like to participate in this ministry you may:  

¶ Give suggestions of names of prayer shawl recipients to the pastors. 

¶ Donate 4 skeins of same colored yarn to make one prayer shawl. 

¶ Join the team of people making these shawls.   

¶ Pray for this team and their special ministry.      Contact LeAnne Larsen at 563-259-1871. 
 

June 13ð16: ñReNew, The Green VBSò.  We will meet from 9 amð11:45 am.   

All children, ages 3ð5th Grade are welcome to attend. See page 11 for more information.  

Registration forms are available on pgs 12 & 13 of this courier or online at:    

   www.zionlutheranclinton.org.  
 

Monday, June 13, 6 ï 8 pm: Financial Peace University classes begin.  If you 

would like a preview on what the classes are all about, you can attend the pre-

view class on Sunday, June 5 at 1 p.m. at Zion, or watch the preview in your 

home at www.daveramsey.com/fpu/preview.   Any questions or need for babysit-

ters during the class, please call Diane Cassaday at 243-3416.  
 

June 19, Worship in the Park, 10:30 am: Our worship will be 

moved to Clinton Park (one block east of church on 3rd Ave S & 

4th St).  All are welcome to join us for this special worship and for 

the potluck luncheon afterwards.  Please bring a salad, side dish, or 

dessert to share.  Beverages and pork sandwiches will be provided. 
 

June 24, 11 am: Helping Hands Golf Tournament at Buckôs Barn in 

Thomson, IL   You may pledge your support of the golfers and of Information, Referral, and 

Assistance Services of Clinton June 18 & 19 in the Narthex.  Please help IRAS continue 

their ministry to the community of Clinton. 
 

June 24: HELP SPECIAL OLYMPICSðAttend the Thrivent Night at the Ballpark.   

5:00 Tailgate party across from the field.  7:00 Lumberkings vs.Burlington.   

$3 from each ticket benefits the local Special Olympics. 
 

Habitat For Humanity is looking for volunteers: See pg. 5 for more information. 

http://www.daveramsey.cam/fpu/preview
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Prayer Chain Ministry  
ñAsk and it shall be given to you; search and you will find; knock and 

the door will be opened to you.ò  (Mt. 7:7)  Do you have a special need 

for prayer?  Has something spectacular happened in your life that you 

want others to join you in thanking God?  Is someone close to you deal-

ing with a difficult diagnosis or illness?  Zionôs prayer chain is available to you and will 

act when you ask.  Would you rather  keep the situation private?  Any names or situations 

you choose to offer will be confidential and only those on the prayer chain will specifi-

cally pray by name or by situation.  To activate the chain, please call either of our two 

chain leaders: Becky Weaver (321-0248) or Marlene Hansen (242-8270). 

Beginning with its founding in 2003, Zion has had an important association with 

Habitat For Humanity of Clinton County.  Our association is still close. As con-

struction begins for 2011, many volunteers are now needed.  Generally, volunteers 

can be used any Saturday (weather permitting) beginning  at 8:00 am and running 

into the early afternoon.  We also frequently work on Wed. afternoons. I would like 

to compile a list of people who would  be willing to be called when volunteers are 

needed.  If you would be so willing, contact Art Ollie at 243-5477, or at j.a.ollie@mchsi.com.  

Zion will also be taking a turn providing lunch for Saturday volunteers. 

 

WE ARE HOSTING A BABY SHOWER! 
 Zion's Elizabeth Circle will host a baby shower in the 

Narthex during the first two weekends of June.  Elizabeth Cir-

cle has prepared baby care kits for Lutheran World Relief for 

the last 6 years.  The baby care kits are sent throughout the world, wherever there is need, 

such as in Haiti. 
 

 The following items are needed for each kit we assemble: 

¶ two lightweight cotton t-shirts 

¶ two long or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet) 

¶ two receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton or flannel, or cro-

cheted or knitted with lightweight yarn, up to 52ò square 

¶ four cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 

¶ one jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a baby cap 

¶ two pairs of socks 

¶ one hand towel, dark color recommended 

¶ two bath-size bars (4-5 oz.) of gentle soap, in original wrapping  

¶ two diaper pins or large safety pins 
 

 Gently used, clean items (no stains or tears) can be donated.  Items can be dropped 

off in the Narthex  on the weekends and the church office during the week.  Monetary do-

nations will be gladly accepted, pew envelopes marked ñbaby care kitsò can be placed into 

the offering plates.  Please have donated items delivered to the church by June 15. 
 

Check out our display in the Narthex.  We would appreciate your help.   Thank You! 
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Zion Child Care Preschool 
 We are gearing up for our preschool graduation ceremonies to put an end to the 

school year.  Invitations have been sent out to our families announcing the big day!  We 

will hold one ceremony for our morning class and also one for the afternoon class.  This 

enables us to have enough space for everyoneôs guests to fit in at Zion. 

 Our future Kindergartners started to practice their songs at the start of April so we 

could make sure we have them all ready by the big day.  During the week of graduation 

we headed over to the church and practiced walking up the aisle, standing on the risers, 

and of course getting our diplomas.  

 The big day was on Thursday, May 26th where 

the children got all dressed up and of course we cannot 

forget their graduation caps.  It was a wonderful eve-

ning where lots of memories were captured! 

 Our last official day of preschool is Tuesday, 

May 31st where we will say our final goodbyes to some 

and the others we will see into their school age years. 

 

Congratulations to all of our graduates!! 

ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Statement of Income and Expenses 

For the Period Ending April 30, 2011 

        (-)Under  Percentage  

    Jan - Apr   Jan - Apr   Over  

(-)Under, 

Over  

    Actual  Budget  Budget  Budget  

 Income          

  Offerings  139,768  142,365  -2,597  -1.82%  

  

Other 

Revenues  12,902  9,670  3,232  33.42%  

            

 Total Income  152,670  152,035  635  0.42%  

            

 Total Expenses  146,606  154,657  -8,051  -5.21%  

            

 Net Income (Loss)  6,064  -2,622  8,686  5.62%  

             

 

 

 

 

            

Regular offering collections through April 30th were under budget by $2,597.  Other 

revenues were over budget by $3,232, primarily due to an increase in utility expense of-

ferings which totaled $7,970 for the period.  Expenses for the same period were under 

budget by $8,015, resulting in a net income of $6,064 for the period ended April 30, 

2011.  28% of Zion members are current on their pledges, 38% of them are ahead, and 

34% are behind on their pledges for the 2011 year. 
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 ReNew! The Green VBS: June 13ð16, 9:00ï 11:45 each day. 

Daily Schedule: 

 9:00ðOpening worship with everyone in the fellowship hall. 

 9:25ðPre-kindergarten children will spend the rest of the morning 

in their own classroom exploring who they are in Godôs creation. 

  Kindergartenð3rd graders will move from  a self-activity 

site, to a community activity site, and a world activity site. 

  4th & 5th Graders will go out to explore the world  through-

out the area of Clinton.  A Farm?  The Windmill in Fulton?   

 11:30ðWe again come together in the fellowship hall for our clos-

ing activities and dismissal at 11:45. 
 

Sunday, June 19 , 10:30 am (Fatherôs Day): We  end our 

VBS time at Worship in the Park at Clinton Park.  There 

will be several things for the VBS students to doð

including sharing some of the songs that they learned 

during VBS and having one more chance to explore what 

it means to live together in Godôs creation.  Everyone is 

invited to join us for the potluck luncheon following worship.  Bring a side dish or des-

sert to share.  Beverages and pork sandwiches will be provided. 

Council Report, May 10, 2011 
1. The Forward in Faith Steering Committee has been formed with Skip Carstensen, Derek 

Gabel, Dave Meade, Art Ollie, Dennis Schoening, Curt Smith, Brenda Thornton, Deb Vath and 

Pastor Jen as members. This committee will be commissioned June 12 at the 8:00 Worship. 

2. Ideas are being sought for ways in which Zion and Grace Lutheran in New Orleans can minis-

ter together. 

3. Ruth, Pr. Jen and Pr. Mike are very excited and thankful for the participation in ten Holy 

Week/Easter services! 

4. Since Christmas 2011 is on a Sunday, the Council approved Worship Committeeôs recommen-

dation that we have one worship at  9am on Christmas Day and New Yearôs Day. 

YOUR LIBRARY: NEW BOOKS FOR JUNE  
Corrie ten Boom was fifty years old when she began harboring Jews dur-

ing WWII, which led to her imprisonment in a concentration camp.  Af-

ter her release, she traveled the world, proclaiming the Gospel.  Linda 

Flikkema has donated a series of books that are both biographical and 

inspirational:  In My Fatherôs House, Tramp for the Lord, He Cares for 

You, and The End Battle. 

Known for his research and books about the historical Jesus, Marcus 

Borg has written a novel, Putting Away Childish Things, in which his characters talk 

ñhonestly and intelligently about God, faith, doubt, sex, food, and lifeôs big decisions.ò 


