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Sunday, June 20, 10:30 am at Clinton Park,  

one block from Zion.  Potluck to follow worship.  
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Registration forms available in the 

church office or online at: 

www.zionlutheranclinton.org. 
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 I had forgotten how tempting it is to be comfortable.  Comfort tempts 

me into finding ways to maintain comfort. 

 What is comfort?  What is a comfortable lifestyle?   Comfort, I be-

lieve, has to do with being in control of our basic needs or wants.  A simple 

list of basic human needs or wants may include: food, clothing, shelter, posi-

tive opportunities for ourselves and for our children so that the future is hope-filled and 

promising., and  a comfortable lifestyle that allows hopes and dreams to be realized. 

                Recently, when sitting down and sighing loudly on a day off,  I remembered a 

mission trip groupôs journey to the Dominican Republic a few summers ago.  (The Domini-

can Republic shares a border with earthquake-ravaged Haiti.)  This trip prompted me to 

once again examine my list of basic human needs.   

 My discomfort began just after take-off from the Quad Cities Airport on Day 1 when 

my seat partner asked, "How do you justify where you live in comparison with where we 

are going?"  This hard question led both of us into an animated conversation of steward-

ship.  It also allowed an honest and uncomfortable examination of choices, lifestyles, para-

dox, faith, and mission.  The conversation opened a window to take a fresh look at what we 

could realistically expect or hope for from ourselves and from others during our two weeks 

of mission work. 

 But the temptation toward being comfortable continued to lure.  In fact, comfort was 

mentioned often during those two weeks of mission in the Dominican Republic.  Each 

morning, our day began with devotions led by various of the 80 volunteers who were there 

for the two-week mission experience.  A theme that wove a tight thread throughout the de-

votions was the phrase, "we are outside of our comfort zones."  

 What are comfort zones? For some of us on this mission trip, we discovered that 

ñcomfort zones" are times when we have some semblance of control to make our own deci-

sions.  We are always more comfortable when we can decide when and what to eat; when, 

how often, and at what temperature we take our showers; how many hours we work each 

day; how to adjust the temperature around us to suit our bodies; how to find or create per-

sonal space or alone time; how to impact a situation in order to improve it; etc. 

 Living outside of our comfort zones usually results in being uncomfortable.  The de-

votional leaders named this discomfort in an honest and open way, sometimes providing 

Gospel accounts of Jesus meeting or inviting others to go outside of their own comfort 

zones.  Then the devotions usually ended in some sort of prayer that Jesus would accom-

pany us while we ourselves were outside of our comfort zones.   It was reassuring to know 

that Jesus understood comfort and discomfort, yet the temptation toward attaining and 

maintaining comfort continued to lure. 

 For many of us, our most significant learning curves have happened while outside of 

our comfort zones.  Some of these experiences were uninvited or perhaps even unpleasant, 

while other have opened a window to take a fresh look at realistic expectations.  As we set-

tle into our summer routines, I will pray for comfort in your lives, but I will quietly hope 

that God will support you when you DO go outside of your comfort zones. 

  See you in church! 
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GODôS STORY, OUR STORY   

2010 SE Iowa Synod AssemblyðTwo Reports from Zionôs Voting Members 
 

          Synod Assembly was held May 21st and 22nd at the Lutheran Church of Hope in West 

Des Moines. This church is a mega mission church, 15 years old. I found the church building to 

be quite different from any other Iôve attended. The video and sound systems took the place of a 

traditional church. 

         Each day was started with a worship service. A Holy Communion Service was held on Fri-

day before the opening of Assembly. Service of the Word was held on Saturday. I found these 

services to be very uplifting with the music and all 502 Lutherans singing. The theme for this 

yearôs Assembly was ñTheir Eyes Fixed on Jesusò from Luke 4:15 ï 21. 

         During the business meetings the assembly discussed 9 resolutions; adopted 5, referred 3 to 

synod council and failed 1. We heard reports from Bishop Michael Burk, Council Vice President 

Martha Bonte, Council Treasurer Jim Ellefson, and ELCA Representative Bishop Bjornberg. 

Video greetings were received from ELCA Bishop Mark Hanson. The various committee reports 

were heard. Through out the business meetings the celebrations of 9 Congregation Anniversaries 

and 24 Ordination Anniversaries were enjoyed through video presentations. I am sad to report 

that 3 congregations of our synod have voted to leave the ELCA since the 2009 Churchwide As-

sembly. But I am happy to report our synod welcomed a new congregation, Holy Trinity in 

North Liberty.  Pr. Tim Smith with Holy Trinityôs delegates proudly came on stage displaying 

their new charter quilt. The Assembly elected members for synod council and 2011 Churchwide 

Assembly. Zionôs Ruth Blom was elected for 2011 Churchwide Assembly. The synod budget 

and compensation guidelines were approved. Saturday morning we had the opportunity to attend 

2 breakout forums. I attended the Outreach\Commission for Evangelical Mission forum, discuss-

ing resources and sharing ideas in small groups. My other forum was Encountering the Text in 

Community Bible Study with enactment of Luke 4: 14 ï 21 and small group discussions. 

           I sincerely thank the members of Zion for this awesome opportunity to serve.     

 Dorothea Olsen         

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

 I was selected to be a voting member to the Synod Assembly from Zion at the annual 

meeting in January.  I had never been to one and was anxious to go.  The two day event went 

very quickly, even though the days were very full and busy.      

 When I arrived, I attended an orientation that was run by Martha Bonte.  It was nice to see 

a familiar face and it helped immensely.   

 Each day started with breakfast and worship.  Both were very nice.  We had communion 

on the Friday, then it was down to work for the Synod.  Each session started with a hymn.  At 

that point it was very much like our own annual meeting, only much larger and much more busi-

ness.   We approved a budget, numerous resolutions from all kinds of topics, paid honor to many 

anniversaries of churches and leaders. 

 Saturday we had forums (workshops) to attend.  There were many to choose from.  I at-

tended one for a Greener church and how to make Zion more green.  The other was on Bible 

verses and readings using Luke 4 as the scripture.  It was very informative. 

 All in all, it was a very busy, but comfortable, gathering.  Please take the time to get in-

volved.  This is YOUR church. All voices will be heard.  Thank you for allowing me to go this 

time.      God bless you all.  Tom Bass. 



 

 

3 

 

 
 

 

SERVICES 
 

TRADITIONAL  

Saturday eveningsð 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday mornings ð 8:00 a.m. 
 

 

CONTEMPORARY  

Sunday mornings ð10:30 a.m. 
 

 

BIBLE STUDIES  

Saturday evenings ð4:15 p.m. 

 Sunday mornings ð 9:15 a.m.  
 
 

MID -WEEK MORNING PRAYER  

Wednesday mornings ð 8:00 a.m. 

This is a 30 minute worship, with 

communion, open to everyone. 

 

RADIO BROADCAST WORSHIP SERVICE  

Sunday mornings: 10:30 a.m. on KROS 1340 AM 

JUNE WORSHIP 
June 5 & 6: Affirmation of Baptism  

Celebration (Confirmation) at the 10:30 Worship. 
ñHear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; O LORD, be my helper. 

You have turned my wailing into dancing;  

 you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 

Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;  

 O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.ò    Psalm 30:10-12 
 

June 12 & 13: ñFor through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God.  I have been 
crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.  And the life I 

now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who love me and gave himself for me.ò  Gala-

tians 2: 19-20 
 

June 19 & 20:  ñAs many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and fe-

male; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.   And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abrahamôs 

offspring, heirs according to the promise.ò  Galatians  3: 27-29 
 

June 26 & 27: ñFor you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters only do not use your free-
dom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another.  For 

the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, óYou shall love your neighbor as yourselfô 

Galatians  5: 13-14 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
June 5 & 6 
First Reading: I Kings 17:17-24 

Psalm 30 

Second Reading: Galatians 1:11-24 

Gospel: Luke 7:11-17 

10:30 Worship: Affirmation of Baptism  

First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7 

Psalm 100 

Second Reading: I John 4:7-21 

Gospel: John 15:9-17 
 

June 12 & 13 
First Reading: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:10; 12:13-15 

Psalm 32 

Second Reading: Galatians 2:15-21 

Gospel: Luke 7:36-8:3 

 

June 19 & 20 
First Reading: Isaiah 65:1-9 

Psalm 22:19-28 

Second Reading: Galatians 3:23-29 

Gospel: Luke 8:26-39 
 

June 26 & 27 
First Reading: I Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 

Psalm 16 

Second Reading: Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

Gospel: Luke 9:51-62 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
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 Summer Communion Schedule: The first and third Sundays of each month will have communion 

at the rail for 5:30 and 8:00.  The second, fourth, and fifth Sundays will have communion by intinc-

tion.  10:30 worship always has communion by intinction.  If you have any questions, please talk 

with someone from the Worship Committee. 
 

June 6: Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) at the 10:30 Worship. 
 

June 13, 1:30ð2:30 pm: Volunteer Appreciation.  Have you quilted, ush-

ered, taught Sunday School or Confirmation, have you helped with com-

munion or worked on the grounds of the church?  Everyone who has 

helped the community of Zion in any way is invited to attend this appre-

ciation.  Good food, good fellowship, and lots of thanks. 
 

June 14ð17, 9:00ð11:45 am: Vacation Bible School ñBaobab Blastò.   

Get registered in the church office or find a registration form online at 

www.zionlutheranclinton.org.  For more information, please see pg. 11. 
 

June 20, 10:30 am: Worship in the Park.  We are moving locations to Clinton Park, one block 

from church, across from the Fire Station.  Please join us for worship and a potluck lunch 

following.  Shredded beef sandwiches, beverages, plates, utensils, and napkins will be pro-

vided.  Please bring a dish to share. 
 

June 25: Helping Hands Golf Tournament at Lynwood Lynks (Buckôs Barn) in Thompson.  

We are looking for sponsors for our 2 teams of golfers.  Donations to Information Referral & 

Assistance Services (IRAS) of Clinton may be dropped off in the church office. 
 

June 25, 7:00 PM: Thrivent Financial day at the Ball Park.  LumberKings vs. Beloit.  All 

ticket proceeds benefit Special Olympics. 
 

June 27-July 2: Sr. High Mission trip to St. Louis.  We pray for safe 

travel, excellent work opportunities, and growth in the Spirit. 
 

 

 

July 18-23: Jr. High Mission trip to Green Bay.   

We pray for safe travel, excellent work opportunities, and growth in the Spirit. 
 

July 28ðAugust 1: WIYLDE, held at Luther College, Decorah. 
 

June 9, 5:00-7:00 pm: The first planning meeting for the 2010 Multi-Church block party at 

St. Paul Lutheran..  At this first meeting, we will firm up the date, plan the menu and discuss 

many things that make this event run smoothly. We need your help and input.  If you are in-

terested, please talk to Barb Turner or just come to the meeting.  This is a Zion Social Minis-

try/Evangelism sponsored event. 
 

Summer, 2010 is just around the corner!  Is your son or daughter going to Bible Camp?  

Camperships are available to any one going to a Bible Camp.  Camperships are funded from 

the ZWELCA bake sale held during Sauerkraut Supper and helps offset part of camp regis-

tration.  Please turn your request in to the church office.  

JUNE EVENTS 

Volunteer  

Appreciation, 2009 

L     KING   AHEAD 
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STEWARDSHIP  
Going Green ï do you have a Zion reusable blue shopping bag?  There 

are a few left.  They are oversize bags are great for shopping, carrying 

all the extra stuff to the car, to be beach, on vacation, returning library 

books and just great to have. 

Whatôs Next Visioning Update ï Thank-you for taking the time 

to fill out our questionnaire.  Soon, in the Narthex, there will be a 

display featuring the next step.  From the questionnaireôs we are fo-

cusing on some of your interests and hobbies.   

There will be a ñcatchyò way for you to ñcastò 

your interest.  From this, we hope to form some 

small interest groups. 

 

New Hope Lutheran Church has recently provided a generous 

gift to Zion Lutheran Church.  Zion sends a heart-felt ñTHANK 

YOU!ò and we pray that Godôs blessings will  continue to 

shower upon your new ministries.  The People of Zion 

We always thank God for you and mentioning you in our 

prayers, remembering your work of faith and love and hope.  

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 

Prayer Chain Ministry  
ñAsk and it shall be given to you; search and you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you.ò  (Mt. 7:7)  Do you have a special need for 

prayer?  Has something spectacular happened in your life that you want 

others to join you in thanking God?  Is someone close to you dealing with 

a difficult diagnosis or illness?  Zionôs prayer chain is available to you and will act when you 

ask.  Would you rather  keep the situation private?  Any names or situations you choose to of-

fer will be confidential and only those on the prayer chain will specifically pray by name or 

by situation.  To activate the chain, please call either of our two chain leaders: Becky Weaver 

(321-0248) or Marlene Hansen (242-8270). 

ñHOPE FOR HAITIò 
Social Ministry thanks each of you who helped give ñHope for Haitiò.   

To date, $3,379 has been forwarded to Lutheran Disaster Relief, earmarked for this cause.  

Thank you for your generosity!! 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.backactive.ca/Portals/backactive/snow_shovel2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.backactive.ca/Default.aspx%3Ftabid%3D672&usg=__M5gjPesY1azQRqQAWfprQ3myACk=&h=800&w=535&sz=449&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=r_htBszq6BvnDM:&t
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://manikmag.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/casting-call.gif&imgrefurl=http://manikmag.com/blog/%3Fp%3D1280&usg=__Zbu08Qhxmp3yGmj8oWAWecyWDLk=&h=504&w=503&sz=22&hl=en&start=2&itbs=1&tbnid=Tv4heQq9rNLI6M:&tbnh=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://meds.queensu.ca/courses/assets/modules/cast-application/cast_types_001.jpg&imgrefurl=http://meds.queensu.ca/courses/assets/modules/cast-application/index.html&usg=__2TyhzF8zCIokWKmsidNmMp8EYKM=&h=1536&w=2048&sz=
http://www.fly-fishing-discounters.com/images/fishing_casting_1_.gif
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sunday-school-ideas-for-new-teachers.com/image-files/cross-template.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sunday-school-ideas-for-new-teachers.com/sunday-school-coloring-pages-cross-template.html&usg=__3-1M6R1jMHiUOUHcNu
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ELCA NEWS SERVICE   May 12, 2010 

Lutheran Disaster Response Named VOAD's 

2010 'Member of the Year' 
 

     Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) was named May 11 as 

the 2010 "Member Organization of the Year" by the Na-

tional Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster 

(VOAD).  LDR is a collaborative ministry of the Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 

     The award was presented at a banquet during VOAD's annual conference May 11-13 

in Orlando, Fla.  Founded in 1970, VOAD is a coalition of non-profit organizations that 

respond to disasters and/or develop disaster preparedness and recovery programs. 

     The Rev. Kevin A. Massey, director of LDR and ELCA Domestic Disaster Response, 

accepted the award. 

     "This award is in recognition of all Lutherans who love and serve their neighbors af-

fected by disaster," said Massey. "It also recognizes the more than 20-year history of  

Lutherans helping serve in communities from Grand Forks, N.D., to New Orleans and in 

countless other places." 

     "We are all Lutheran Disaster Response because we all chip in and care for our 

neighbors when we see our neighbors experience any misfortune," said Massey. 

     LDR is a proud member of National VOAD, said Massey, adding that LDR collabo-

rates closely with other organizations that serve in disaster, such as the American Red 

Cross and United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

     LDR has more than 30 Lutheran-affiliated social ministry organizations that serve as 

"disaster affiliates," said Michael Nevergall, assistant director, ELCA Domestic Disaster 

Response. 

     Joshua DuBois, director of the White House Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood 

Partnerships, delivered the keynote presentation at the banquet. 
- - - 
     Information about Lutheran Disaster Response is at http://www.ldr.org and the Na-

tional Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster is at http://www.nvoad.org on the Web. 

What a day in Cedar Rapids, May 15. 
The ñladies of destructionò are ready to use their skills on ñExtreme Home 

Makeoversò!  Sally & Molly Eversoll, Joyce Ollie, Laurie Kuehl, Becky 

Weaver & Sue Raser (Ruth Blom behind the camera).   

The rest of the crew, John 

Bonte, Ron Huffman, Judy 

Merritt, and Derek Gabel 

worked at 2 other houses.  

Sorry, no pictures available. 

http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Communication-Services/News/Releases.aspx?a=4525##
http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Communication-Services/News/Releases.aspx?a=4525##
http://www.ldr.org
http://www.nvoad.org

