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 "You are my witnesses," declares the LORD, "and my servant whom I have 

chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. 

Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one after me. I, even I, am 

the LORD, and apart from me there is no savior. I have revealed and saved 

and proclaimed-- I, and not some foreign god among you. You are my  

witnesses," declares the LORD, "that I am God.ò  Isaiah 43:1-13 

 We just completed one of my favorite 

times in the church.  The building was filled with 

the sounds of little feet scurrying up and down the 

hallways.  There was laughter coming out of al-

most every corner and an echo of childrenôs 

voices ringing from all three floors.  I love being a 

part of this ministry every year and am always a 

little sad when it is over.  

 And once again this year, I noticed some-

thing that filled me with joy.  These children that 

gather here for the week are doing exactly what 

God is asking of us in this verse from Isaiah.  

They were the witnesses of this week.  These 

young people were the ones who proclaimed God 

to the world.  

 We gathered here at Zion for less than 3 

hours a day.  We proclaimed Godôs love for all of 

Godôs children each time through the telling of a 

Bible story, song, crafts, science and of course 

snacks.  But every single morning, I heard parents 

and grandparents explain how for hours after VBS 

was over, these children went home or back to 

preschool and shared everything they had done.  

They told the Bible story of the day.  They sang 

the songs we had learned over and over and over 

again.  They talked about the animals that taught 

us about love, trust, caring and following.   

 What a privilege it is for us to hear the 

proclamations of our children.  To see the excite-

ment in their eyes as they tell us about our God 

who chose us to care for our neighbors.  Or to 

hear them declare that ñI will study your teachings 

and follow your footsteps.ò and then to see them 

captivated by a Bible story so much that they are 

bouncing with excitement as the story bubbles out 

of them.   

  

 We, here at Zion, continue to talk about 

sharing our stories.  This language is being used 

in Evangelism committee as we struggle to find 

a way to share with the community-both inside 

our walls and outï who we are.  I have heard 

about how important it is for us, as Zion, to un-

derstand our story as we look into the next phase 

of building improvements and capital cam-

paigns.  I have heard in the scripture readings 

each weekend story after story of what it means 

to be a child of God.  

 We continue to hear how important it is 

to tell our storyï as a congregation and as indi-

viduals.  Thank you VBS students for sharing 

your stories with us.  You have given us a good 

beginning on our story.  You proclaimed Godôs 

never failing love to all the adults who were here 

at VBS with you.  You shared Godôs story with 

your parents, grandparents and teachers when 

you left each morning.  And you declared to the 

community in the park how easy it is to share 

our story by sharing Godôs story through scrip-

ture and through song in the park.   

 I think this is going to be a summer of 

stories.  Listen for the ones that are told around 

you.  They may come from unexpected people at 

unexpected times.  But also, please share your 

own story.  You have something to say about 

your life and experiences and Godôs never fail-

ing love that has been a part of everything that 

you have done.  So, I thank you in advance for 

listening to our stories and for sharing your own. 

 

ñYou are my witnessesò declares the Lord. 
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GODôS STORY, OUR STORY   

Zion Child Care Preschool 
 

 MissionéoutreachéZion Church has a long standing history of providing for 

others, near and far.  We continue to celebrate and support a worthwhile mission right 

here in Clinton.   Zion Child Care Preschool provides child care and preschool classes 

for over 250 children.  The center currently employs 22 people.   This mission dates 

back to 1980 when a few church members shared a vision to use our church basement to 

provide child care for area families.  After many, many planning sessions the center 

opened in November 1981 with 6 families enrolled and employing 1 full time and 3 part 

time staff members.  It was through many prayers, donated items, and volunteer hours 

that the child care center grew into also providing a quality preschool program.  Over 

time, the center continued to grow and became known as a top quality child care pre-

school that provides outstanding care and educational opportunities to area children. 

 This continued growth has allowed Zion to construct a beautiful new facility!  It 

was a true ñZion memberò mission commitment beginning with grant writing, building 

design, then painting, ceiling tile installation and cabinet construction.  It was thru the 

love and care of so many Zion members that Zion is able to continue to provide this 

wonderful service to area children and their families. 

 Next time you leave worship, pause and take a good look at 

what is across the street.  Imagine the happy hearted children 

playing, singing, learning together, or napping quietly.  Then say 

a prayer of thanksgiving for those members with a vision over 

thirty years ago and also for the staff that work so hard to provide 

this quality service in our community. 

Zion Church truly is about faith in mission, care and love! 
Written by Barb Rhoades 

Ever-emerging worship 
Worship is the action of God. The pattern for Holy Communion in Evangelical Lu-

theran Worship describes what God is doing in worship in four sentences: 

¶ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  (We are called) 

¶ God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. (We are enlightened) 

¶ God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.   (We are sanctified) 

¶ God blesses and sends us in mission to the world.  (We are sent) 

Focusing on the action of God in worship turns us away from personal preferences. 

Worship planning turns away from what we do, or what ñtheyò want, and moves toward 

how we participate in the greater story of God at work in our lives and the world. We 

focus on God in Christ with the Holy Spirit, rather than drawing attention to ourselves. 
 

Re-printed from Seeds for the Parish. 
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SERVICES 
 

TRADITIONAL  

Saturday eveningsð 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday mornings ð 8:00 a.m. 
 

 

CONTEMPORARY  

Sunday mornings ð10:30 a.m. 
 

 

BIBLE STUDIES  

Saturday evenings ð4:15 p.m. 

 Sunday mornings ð 9:15 a.m.  
 
 

MID -WEEK MORNING PRAYER  

Wednesday mornings ð 8:00 a.m. 

This is a 30 minute worship, with 

communion, open to everyone. 

 

RADIO BROADCAST WORSHIP SERVICE  

Sunday mornings: 10:30 a.m. on KROS 1340 AM 

july WORSHIP  
We look at some of the hymns that we will be singing at worship this month 

July 4 & 5: ñThis is my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace 

for lands afar and mine.  This is my home, the country where my heart is; 

here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; but other hearts in other 

lands are beating with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.ò   

ELW 887 
 

July 10 & 11: ñTo be your presence is our mission here, to show compas-

sionôs face and listôning ear, to be your heart of mercy ever near, alleluia!   

We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, to serve your people is our call and 

choice, and in this mission we, the church rejoice, alleluia!ò  ELW 546 
 

July 17 & 18: ñAs we gather at your table, as we listen to your word, help us know, O God, 

your presence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.  Nourish us with sacred story till we 

claim it as our own; teach us through this holy banquet how to make Loveôs 

victôry known.ò ELW 522 
 

July 24 & 25: ñWhat a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to 

bear!  What a privilege to carry evôrything to God in prayer!  Oh, what 

peace we often forfeit; oh, what needless pain we bear all because we do not 

carry evôrything to God in prayer!ò ELW 742 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
July 4 & 5 
First Reading: Isaiah 66:10-14 

Psalm 66:1-9 

Second Reading: Galatians 6:7-16 

Gospel: Luke 10:1-22, 16-20 
 

July 10 & 11 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:9-14 

Psalm 25:1-10 

Second Reading: Colossians 1:1-14 

  Gospel: Luke 10:25-37 
 

July 17 & 18 
First Reading: Genesis 18: 1-10a 

Psalm 15 

Second Reading: Colossians 1: 15-28 

Gospel: Luke 10:38-42 
 

July 24 & 25 
First Reading: Genesis 18: 20-32 

Psalm 138 

Second Reading: Colossians 2: 6-15 

Gospel: Luke 11: 1-13 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

Jesus teaching the 

Lordôs Prayer to 

the disciples 

Luke 11 

ñSing the glory 

of Godôs nameò 

Psalm 66:2 


