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 Each time we gathered in worship 

throughout the Advent season, I found myself 

waiting in anticipation for the prayer that came 

after communion.  This prayer has found a 

new place in my heart as I was waitingï wait-

ing for the meal of Holy Communion that we 

share, waiting for the public announcement of 

my leaving and the farewells that will take 

place, waiting for the birth of the Christ child 

and the promise of peace, hope and love.  This 

was not an easy time of waiting.  Yet, in the 

midst of all of this waiting, I heard these 

words, ñin this meal, our mouths have been 

filled with laughter and our tongues with 

shouts of joy.ò 

 What a reminder of the love of Christ!  

Right there in the middle of my grieving for 

leaving this family at Zionðmy mouth was 

filled with laughter.  In the midst of the chaos 

of preparing for our Christmas worship ser-

vices, of the hustle and bustle of gift purchas-

ing and wrapping, in the middle of the snow 

storms and exhaustion that comes from pack-

ing, my tongue was filled with shouts of joy.  

In the middle of things that were beyond my 

control, the love of God and the peace of 

Christ was right here as I held that piece of 

bread and placed it in my mouth. 

 The love of Christ is greater than our 

deepest grief.  The presence of Christ is more 

powerful than our greatest frustrations or 

anxieties.  The healing power of Christ can 

change our tears to joy, our bitter anger and 

sorrows to shouts of joy and laughter.  And 

each time I gathered with you all for commun-

ion, the feel of that bread on my tongue was 

like the greatest of festivals.  For the feast that 

Christ invites us to is the greatest of all cele-

brations.  And it is ours each time we gather 

for worship.  It is ours when we proclaim the 

love of the baby born in the manger who leads 

us into the kingdom of God.  

 As I continue to pack my boxes and pre-

pare to follow the Spiritôs call, I do so know-

ing that you have shared this meal with me.  

You have been the family that has gathered 

with me through my motherôs battle with can-

cer.  You have been the ones who have knelt 

beside me in prayer as I discovered gifts that I 

did not know I had.  You have shared this gift 

of laughter and have shouted in joy with me.   

Thank you for all of this. 

 And as I go, you will continue to be in 

my prayers.  And I know that God will con-

tinue to fill you with laughter and shouts of 

joy.  I know that God will bless you and keep 

you in all that the future has in store.  I trust 

Christ to guide you into ministries yet undis-

covered and cradle you in his peace.   

In this meal of goodness and mercy, O God, our mouths have 

been filled with laughter and our tongues with shouts of joy. Now 

send us to gather the harvest of righteousness, that all those who 

sow in tears may come again to you in joy; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

~Post-Communion Prayer used during Advent 
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What are the biblical roots of the liturgy?   
 Christians gather on the Lordôs Day to celebrate the resurrection of Christ.  Our wor-

ship is divided into four major parts; the Gathering, the Word, the Meal, and the Sending.  

This month, we will look at the Gathering. 

 The individual components of the liturgy developed over the centuries, but most of the 

texts have some kind of origin in the scriptures.  The core phrases and images of the liturgy 

derive from the Bible and provide an important connection to the scriptures.  Listed below 

are direct or indirect biblical references used in the liturgy of Holy Communion. 
 

GATHERING 

Confession and Forgiveness  
ñIf we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess 

our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighte-

ousness.ò          1 John 1: 8-9 
 

Greeting   

ñThe grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with all of you.ò          2 Corinthians 13:13 
 

Kyrie (Lord have mercy)   

ñAs he entered a village, ten lepers approached him.  Keeping their distance, they called out, 

saying, óJesus, Master, have mercy on us!ôò     Luke 17:12-13 
 

Hymn of Praise (Glory to God)   

ñAnd suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, óGlory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he fa-

vors!ôò          Luke 2:13-14 
 

Hymn of Praise (This is the Feastðused when we celebrate communion) 

ñThen I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living 

creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 

singing with full voice, óWorthy is the lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth 

and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!ôò      Revelation 5:11-12 
 

Salutation (The Lord be with you) 

ñJust then Boaz came from Bethlehem.  He said to the reapers, óThe LORD be with you.ô  

They answered, óThe LORD bless you.ôò        Ruth 2:4 
 

ñIn the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 

to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.  The virginôs 

name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, óGreetings, favored one!  The LORD is with 

you.ôò            Luke 1:26-28 
 

February Courier: WORD and MEAL.    March Courier: SENDING 
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SERVICES 
 

TRADITIONAL  

Saturday eveningsð 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday mornings ð 8:00 a.m. 
 
 

CONTEMPORARY 

Sunday mornings ð10:30 a.m. 
 

 

BIBLE STUDIES 

Saturday evenings ð4:15 p.m. 

 Sunday mornings ð 9:15 a.m.  
 

 

 

MID -WEEK MORNING PRAYER 

Wednesday mornings ð 8:00 a.m. 

This is a 30 minute worship, with 

communion, open to everyone. 
Morning Prayer resumes Jan. 5th. 

 

RADIO BROADCAST WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sunday mornings: 10:30 a.m. on KROS 1340 AM 

january WORSHIP  
  

January 1 & 2: (2nd Sunday of Christmas)   

ñAnd the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a fatherôs 

only son, full of grace and truth.  John 1: 14 
 

January 8 & 9: (Baptism of our Lord)   

ñAnd when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 

opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.  And a voice 

from heaven said, óThis is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.ôò Matthew 3:16-17 
 

January 15 & 16: (2nd Sunday after Epiphany)   
ñJohn the Baptist again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 

exclaimed, óLook, here is the Lamb of God!ô  The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 

Jesus.ò  John 1: 35-37 
 

January 22 & 23: (3rd Sunday after Epiphany)   

ñAs he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 

brother, casting a net into the seaðfor they were fishermen.  And he said to them, ôFollow me, and I 

will make you fish for people.ô  Immediately they left their nets and followed him.ò   Matthew 4:17-20 
 

January 29 & 30: (4th Sunday after Epiphany)   

ñWhen Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 

him.  The he began to speak, and taught them, saying: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heavenéò  Matthew 5:1ð3 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Jan. 1 & 2, 2011 (2nd Sunday of Christmas) 
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Psalm 147:12-20 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 

Gospel: John 1:10-18 
 

Jan. 8 & 9, 2011 (Baptism of our Lord) 
First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 

Psalm 29 

Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43 

Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Jan. 15 & 16, 2011 (2nd Sunday after Epiphany) 
First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7 

Psalm 40:1-11 

Second Reading: I Corinthians 1:1-9 

Gospel: John 1:29-42 
 

Jan. 22 & 23, 2011 (3rd Sunday after Epiphany) 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

Second Reading: I Corinthians 1:10-18 
Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 
 

Jan. 29 & 30, 2011 (4th Sunday after Epiphany)
First Reading: Micah 6:1-8 

Psalm 15 

Second Reading: I Corinthians 1:18-31 
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Holidays/christmas-north-star.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Holidays/christmas-north-star.shtml&usg=__4JjUqa0tSkc-A-SS--gacVMU9Xc=&h=295&w=272&sz=21&hl=en&st
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LOOKING AHEAD 

New Yearôs Weekend, Jan. 1 & 2: Regular Worship schedule 

at 5:30, 8 & 10:30 
 

Sunday, January 9, 11:30 am: A Special Celebration Meal 

with 2 purposes: 

1. We celebrate the baptisms of those who were baptized  

during the past 2 years here at Zion with a Baptism Reunion. 

2.  We gather to celebrate Pastor Stacyôs call to ministry here at Zion as 

we prepare to send her to a call at First Lutheran in Fairfield, IA.   
 

Jan 16: Bishop Burk, from the Southeastern Iowa Synod, will be joining 

us for worship and the adult forum at the 8:00 and 10:30 services. 
 

Back to School Shower ï January 23, 2011. There is a great need for school supplies to be 

replenished mid-year and two Zion Committees are coordinating an opportunity to help out 

area students and schools.  In January, there will be a big umbrella with raindrops in the Nar-

thex. Please take a raindrop or two.  There will be a school supply listed on it.  Bring the 

supplies back to Zion on Sunday, January 23, 2011 during Fellowship Hour. Before distribu-

tion, these supplies will be blessed during an up-coming worship service.  Thank you from 

Fellowship & Social Ministry. 
 

January 23, 2:00 pm: Ecumenical Prayer Service Celebrates Annual Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity by Being United: Loving, Knowing, Meeting.   Join us for worship at 

Prince of Peace Catholic church at 2:00 p.m. on January 23.  At least a dozen congregations, 

representing various Christian denominations, will come together for an Ecumenical Cele-

bration of the Word of God.   (See pg. 14 for more information.) 
 

January 25, 6:30 pm: Pre-annual meeting Budget forum. 
 

Sunday, January 30, 11:30 am: Zionôs Annual Meeting (lunch provided) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 27, 11:30 am: Bread Breakerôs Luncheon.  This is for everyone in the con-

gregation.  Hospitality is what Zion is all about.  Come feel it and share it at Zion's second  

Bread Breakers Luncheon.   
 

March 12, 9amð4pm: CTIM (Called Together in Mission) at 1st Lutheran in Cedar Rapids.  

This is an excellent event to see what else is happening in congregations around the synod.  

Learn what is happening in mission, in worship, and more.  Watch for more information. 
 

March 13, 3:00 pm: Sterling Brass in concert.  You have heard them play in worship many 

times, including All Saints Worship in November 2010.  Now, you have a chance to hear 

them in full concert.  Tickets available at the door.  Adultsð$10.  Students (with ID)ð$5. 
 

March 17: Sauerkraut Supper 

JANUARY EVENTS  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.stmichaelcanfield.org/images/Baptism.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.stmichaelcanfield.org/baptism.htm&usg=__5F8QWeD92E89gNr1RwSQPNsSAWU=&h=760&w=604&sz=13&hl=en&start=67&sig2=rJTIWjwH1lvhqAWKkutktg&zoom=1&itbs=1&t
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Sunday, January 9, 11:30 am: A Special Celebration Meal with 2 purposes: 

1. We celebrate the baptisms of those who were baptized during the past 2 years here at 

Zion with a Baptism Reunion. 

2. We gather to celebrate Pastor Stacyôs call to ministry here at Zion as we prepare to 

send her to a call at First Lutheran in Fairfield, IA.   

BAPTISM MEMORY  
 

Our first daughter, Sue Ann, was born in October, 1966.  As her  baptism day ap-

proached, we decided that it would be nice if she was baptized wearing her paternal 

grandfatherôs baptismal gown.  Little did we know that we were starting a family tradi-

tion. Our 2nd  daughter, Sara, and 3rd daughter, Stacy, also wore  grandpaôs dress as they 

were baptized at Zion.  In 1994, our first granddaughter, Jane, was born.  Again, 

grandpaôs gown was worn.  Four additional granddaughters Zoe, Claire, Sophia, and 

Emyrson have continued the tradition. The gown is wearing thin, but we are blessed to 

still have grandpa with us.  He turned 91 on December 14, a birthday he shares with our 

youngest granddaughter, Emyrson, who turned 8 the same day! 
 

LeAnne and Willard Larsen 

Jonathan and Linda Shaff 

We thank God for calling Pastor Stacy to be a leader in ministry at Zion 

Lutheran for these 4 years.  We pray that Godôs hand will continue to be 

upon her in her next call in Fairfield. 

Youth Trips: 
 

New Orleans  

in 2009 
 

St. Louis 

In 2010 
 

Green Bay 

In 2010 


