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John 1: 15
Aln the beginning was t
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did no
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The Pastoros Col u

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living
hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God
delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus
Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ,
anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission
for the life of the world. ~ ELW Service for Holy Baptism

We are coming upon one of my favorite The light of Christ lives in us and we
times of the church year. The candles have carry this Epiphany light that proclaims
been | i1t as we sang @Briends Npgasenaaedi Tt
brated the birth of the Christ child. We heard now the ones who get to divulge the light of
of the shepherds quaking, the star shining, arhrist. We are the ones who get to proclaim
the angels singing. Butthiswasnottheend@hr i st 6s presence. W
the star and of the celebrations, it was only theeveal Christ throughout the world.
beginning. The light still shines as the star It is through the light of the Epiphany
leads the Magi to the stable. The songs con-star, that we are welcomed into the story of
tinue to ring out the identity of the Sonof GodChr i st 6s bi rt h. [
as the waters wash over Jesus in his baptismbaptismal candle that we are filled with

And this is why Epiphanyisoneofmy Chr i st 6s | i ght and se
favorite times of year. The angels have pro- with the world. But our proclamations are not
claimed the birth. The shepherds have wit- about us, they are always about the one who
nessed the coming of the Messiah. The Magclaims us as beloved children. Just as Christ
are about to find the stable and sharethe Mestas sent i nto the wor
siah with all people, with Jew and Gentile, with all, we too are sent to proclaim the love
with the people of Israel and with us. And theof God revealed to us as a small baby lying in
light continues to shine. The light that led thea manger. Just as Christ was sent to proclaim
shepherd and the Magi is now the lightthat Godd6s f orgi veness, we
leads us to Christ. It is now our turn to tell thehe world how Jesus Christ claimed the sins of
story of Jesus. the world so that we may be blameless before

In this season of Epiphany, the light of God.

Christ is ours, given to us through our bap- During this season of Epiphany, and
tisms. Itis the light of the candle that is pre- throughout the year, go and let your light so
sented during a baptism as these wordsare s hi ne bef ore others t
proclaimedfi Thi s candl e remiadmedsi hoal etthae vy
light of Christ so shine in you, that other peo-light- shine brightly and reveal the Savior to

ple will glorify God with their own generous the world!

| i ves and open hearts. o



GODO0OS STORY, OUR STOR

We have been hearing more and more stories from the people of Zion, stories of where God has
encountered them in their every day lives. We would like to share them with you.

If you have a story to share, please let us know by bringing a story to the church or emailing it to
courierzion@mchsi.com

Acting Ecumenically for the Sake of the World

When Lutherans and Methodists head to worship on Sundays in Lavina, Mont., their
destination is the same: Lavina Methodist Church, which both denominations in the town
call their spiritual home. AWedbre so obl
ber of the Evangelical Lut heran Church i1
webdbd have a church. o

The arrangement demonstrates one of the many bendfiité @dmmunion partner-
ships between the ELCA and other Christian denominations, church leaders said.

Last year, United Methodist approved a partnership with the ELCA. The ELCA, in

turn, approved the partnership at its Chi
more than supply and demand for ordained,
tion, who oversees the ELCAG6s ecumeni cal

unity with our Christian partners to car:
The ELCA congregation in Lavina closed its building long ago as membership de-
clined. The remaining few members had been worshiping in a hotel before working out an

arrangement with | ocal United Methodi st s,
makes no sense to have a Lutheran congregation of six and a Methodist
congregation of four in a town of 200, 0 ¢

Methodist pastor who leads them.
In Clyde, Kan., the Rev. Anita Strommen, an ELCA pastor, leads a United Methodist
congregation. She remains on the ELCA roster and reports to her synod bishop. At the sam

time, sheod6és called to foster worship in &
ATherebs a | eardnmngdacwbtyealdout ptatsato,rs Pas
ATherebs also a |l earning curve for the de
munion? | think this is going to be an o1

Did You Know?
One of the ecumenical goals the ELCA pursues is a model called "full communion™" as an
authentic expression of Christian unity in the world. Unity, however, does not mean that
two churches merge; in reaching consensus churches also respect their differences.

As a result of full communion, these denominations may jointly worship, exchange clergy
and share a commitment to evangelism, witness and service in the world.

Currently, the ELCA shares full communion relationships with six churches. To learn more,
visit www.elca.org/FullCommunian



http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Full-Communion.aspx

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

SERVICES SCRIPTURE READINGS

Jan 3, 2009
TRADITIONAL First Reading: Jer. 31:¥4
Saturday evenings 5:30 p.m. EZf:lLT]dlgalfn%- ——
Sunday morningd 8:00 a.m. Gospel: John 1: 108
CONTEMPORARY Jan 10, 2009
Sunday morning8d 10:30 a.m. First Reading: Isaiah 43:1
Psalm 29
Second Reading: Acts 8: 14
BIBLE STUDIES Gospel: Luke 3: 187, 2122 (gl
Saturday evening® 4:15 p.m. T s
; . Jan. 17, 2009 st e
Sunday moming8  9:15 a.m. First Reading: Isaiah 62:3
Psalm 36: 510
MID -WEEK MORNING PRAYER Second Reading: | Cor. 12:111
Wednesday mornings 8:00 a.m Gospel: John 2:-11
Thisis a 3_0 minute worship, with Jan. 24. 2009 Season of
communion, open to everyone. First Reading: Nehemiah 8:3, 56, 810  Epiphany
Psalm 19
Second Reading: | Cor. 12:-Bla \ /
RADIO BROADCAST WORSHIP SERVICE Gospel: Luke 4: 121 N /

Sunday mornings: 10:30 a.m. on KROS 1340 AM

Jan. 31, 2009

First Reading: Isaiah 6-8 // \\
Janu ary WORSHIP 222Ln:1d1%8eading: | Cor. 13:18

Gospel: Luke 5: 111 |

January 2 & 3(2nd Sunday of Christmas)

AWhat has come into being in him was |
John 1: 34

January 9 & 10(Baptism of our Lord)i Do not f ear, for | have
called you by name, you are mineo | sai

January 16 & 17(2nd Sunday of Epiphanyii Now t here are varieti e
Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of

activities, but it iIis the same God who
January 23 & 24(3rd Sunday of Epiphanyi For i n the one Spirit
one bodg Jews or Greeks, slaves or féeeand we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

|l ndeed, the body does not consi<d44 of on
Blessing of the Prayer Shawls during Worship.

January 30 & 31(4th Sunday of Epiphanyfi Love i s patient ; | ove
ous or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable
or resentful; 1t does not rejoice i6n wr


http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sermons4kids.com/baptism_jesus_wph.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sermons4kids.com/baptism_jesus_wph_colorpg.htm&usg=__cjkmOZ_yYCac0r1yKZPbwzma5Vw=&h=746&w=612&sz=80&hl=en&start=12&itbs=1&tbnid=SuYb3s-tOYKmFM:&
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Holidays/christmas-north-star.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Holidays/christmas-north-star.shtml&usg=__4JjUqa0tSkc-A-SS--gacVMU9Xc=&h=295&w=272&sz=21&hl=en&st

JANUARY EVENTS

The season of Epiphaimyall about the revelation of Jesuspiphany traditionally begins at the
birth of Jesus and ends with the Transfiguration of Our Ldris. during this time of the church year that
we get to witness Jesusod ident it yOndaasuary8itee clBich
celebrates the day of Epiphanyhis is the day that the Magi found the baby Jesus and shared the bir
the Messiah with the Gentile (or ndewish) communitiesThe feast of the Magi is a celebration of
Christodos revelation to all of humanity.

of
h of

While the day of Epiphany marks one major revelation of Christ, we hear many other scripture read-

ings in which Jesus identity is revealed during this seaBpiphany always includes the Baptism of our
Lord which is celebrated the weekend after the day of Epiphanying this season, we will also hear st
ries of Jesus miracles and healings that declare him as the Son ofi@ddionally, the miracle story that
was shared is the Wedding at Cana, which is the beginning of Jesus ministry according to the Gosp
John, because this miracle was the firstTrans-m
figuration Sunday is the close of the Epiphany seasonaswe sapgoa t o t he AAIl | e
proclaim throughout the year and transition into the solemn season of Lent.

January 6Confirmation, Bell Choir, and Adult Choir schedules resume.
January 9 & 10Guest Pastér Pr. Ginger Anderscharson.

January 10Sunday School classes resume.
January 10, 11:30 arBaptism Reunion luncheon for all those baptized in 2008 and 20

January 15All Committee Annual reports are due in the office.

January 16, 7:15 ain5:00 pm Mission Trip to Cedar Rapids.
Sign up in the church office by January 10.

Januaryl6 At tend the opera ACarmeno i n Day
January 21 & 280pen Forums for the congregation. Bishop Burk will be with us Jan.

DO.

/ e n |
21.

January 24, NoarChoir Mid-Winter Party at the Pirch residence. (759 Hawks Point Lgne)

January 26, 6 pnmPreAnnual meeting Budget Forum.

January 31, 11:30 arhuncheon and Annual Meeting

LOOKING AHEAD

February 14, NoarMardi Gras Dinner

February 14Josh Duffee Jazz Orchestra in Concertat 2:00 pr. -~ %
followed by a dessert reception sponsored by the 2010 Youth| § i
sion trip participants.

Tickets: $15/adults, $10/students. $5 from each ticket will be -
given to the mission trip participants for preparing and serving our dessert
(Snow date, Feb. 28)

February 13Mission Trip to Cedar Rapids. Sign up in the church office by Feb. 7.
February 17Ash Wednesday Worship, 6:30pm.
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STEWARDSHIP

E RAMSEY  ZON LUTHERAN CHURCH CAN HELP YOU ACHIEVE FINANCIAL PEACE

.- = NEW PREVIEW CLASSES SCHEDULED

P
-

Dave Ramseyo6s Financi al Peace

Thank You Financial Peace University Babysitters!

Uni ver si
January 10. We have two preview classes scheduled. The first preview was Seaceay,

OVER ber 13, 11:30 a.mand the second preview will Monday, January 4, 6:00 p.m.This is a
13-week program in personal financial management taught by Dave Ramsey via DVD. Life-

time membership is $99, which includes a workbook, audio recordings of all the classes, plus other items.

This class is for couples, families with middle school and/or high school students and singles. The classes a

open to anyone in the community, so invite your friends! Free babysitting will be provided if needed. If you

have questions, please call Diane Cassaday aB243.

In our latest Financial Peace University class we had a young couple with very young children who
needed babysitters. Because of the wonderful volunteers at Zion, we were able to provide free babysitting f
this couple. Thank you goes out to Gina Schwartz, Barb Rhoades, Beth Griswold, Sally Eversoll, Molly Ever
soll, Jane Teney, Joyce Ollie, Kristi Montgomery, Sue Raser, Lindsey Thornton, and Linda Schoening.

ZION 10 RESOLUTIONS TO MAKE 2010 A GREENER YEAR

is keeping 1. Us e our Zion Blue Bag.
God'’s garden y g

in the car. USE the BLUE BAG

o -

4. Use energy efficient light bulbs

Donpt f

2. Turn off the power: lights, computers, and chargers when not in use.

3. Dondét take a store offered pl ast

Buy plastic bottles that can be recycled: shampoo, lotions, etc
Use cloth napkins

Buy local food when possible; farmers markets in season.

If in doubt where to recycle a particular item www.earth911.orptype

in the name of the item and your zip code.

Have an energy audit of your home.
Pray that we may al l be better

stewar ds

Winter Weather and Church Activities
Unf ortunately, winter weertehfesr ac
of what to expect if the weather gets miserable.

During the weekdays f t he Clinton school g

also be closedCall ahead after 3:00 to learn about evening activities \
the office answering machine.

During the weekengthe TV stations are increasingly reluctant to list all,

'

eecrt

the worship cancellations, so call the church office and listen to the r

cording. If we cancel, we will use the church phone message to relay the cancell

soon as possible.

#ion as



http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.backactive.ca/Portals/backactive/snow_shovel2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.backactive.ca/Default.aspx%3Ftabid%3D672&usg=__M5gjPesY1azQRqQAWfprQ3myACk=&h=800&w=535&sz=449&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=r_htBszq6BvnDM:&t
http://www.earth911.org
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.vpfo.msu.edu/site_graphics/GreenIdeas.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.vpfo.msu.edu/greenideas.html&h=471&w=438&sz=16&hl=en&start=12&tbnid=aamLpj2iDgbQqM:&tbnh=129&tbnw=120&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dgreen%26gbv%3D2%26hl
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A Christmas
Greeting from
Bishop
Mark Hanson,
Presiding Bishop of

the ELCA.

INTERESTED IN ATTENDING THE METROPOLITAN OPERA? Join a group from
Zion attending t he popalaGammeriornlanuayflBaBGinz et 6 <
ema 53 in Davenport. (The Metropolitan has live simulcasts in theaters around the
world.) It runs from 12:00 noon to 4:00 with intermissions between &asmenis a

great opera for people who have never seen one before. It has many memorable songs
and great characters. It is sung in French, but there are English subtitles, so following
the plot is no problem. Tickets are $22 for adults, $20 for seniors 60 and older, and $15
for children 11 and under. Call the church office (Z831) to sign up for car pooling.

Call Joyce Ollie (245477) for more details.
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