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    COURIER 
John 1: 1-5  

ñIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the 

beginning with God.  All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  

What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness,  

and the darkness did not overcome it.ò   
 

Godôs Light Shines Through Zion Lutheran 
 

Annual Meeting: January 31, 11:30 am. 

Lunch is provided. 
6:00 pm, Tuesday, January 26:  

Pre-Annual meeting budget forum. 
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 We are coming upon one of my favorite 

times of the church year.  The candles have 

been lit as we sang ñSilent Nightò and cele-

brated the birth of the Christ child. We heard 

of the shepherds quaking, the star shining, and 

the angels singing.  But this was not the end of 

the star and of the celebrations, it was only the 

beginning.  The light still shines as the star 

leads the Magi to the stable.  The songs con-

tinue to ring out the identity of the Son of God 

as the waters wash over Jesus in his baptism. 

 And this is why Epiphany is one of my 

favorite times of year.  The angels have pro-

claimed the birth.  The shepherds have wit-

nessed the coming of the Messiah.  The Magi 

are about to find the stable and share the Mes-

siah with all people, with Jew and Gentile, 

with the people of Israel and with us.  And the 

light continues to shine.  The light that led the 

shepherd and the Magi is now the light that 

leads us to Christ.  It is now our turn to tell the 

story of Jesus. 

 In this season of Epiphany, the light of 

Christ is ours, given to us through our bap-

tisms.  It is the light of the candle that is pre-

sented during a baptism as these words are 

proclaimed, ñThis candle reminds us to let the 

light of Christ so shine in you, that other peo-

ple will glorify God with their own generous 

lives and open hearts.ò   

 

 The light of Christ lives in us and we 

carry this Epiphany light that proclaims 

Christôs presence into the entire world.  We are 

now the ones who get to divulge the light of 

Christ.  We are the ones who get to proclaim 

Christôs presence.  We are the ones who get to 

reveal Christ throughout the world. 

 It is through the light of the Epiphany 

star, that we are welcomed into the story of 

Christôs birth.  It is through the light of the 

baptismal candle that we are filled with 

Christôs light and sent out to share this light 

with the world. But our proclamations are not 

about us, they are always about the one who 

claims us as beloved children.  Just as Christ 

was sent into the world to share Godôs love 

with all,  we too are sent to proclaim the love 

of God revealed to us as a small baby lying in 

a manger.  Just as Christ was sent to proclaim 

Godôs forgiveness, we are sent to share with 

the world how Jesus Christ claimed the sins of 

the world so that we may be blameless before 

God. 

 During this season of Epiphany, and 

throughout the year, go and let your light so 

shine before others that Godôs love is pro-

claimed in all that you do.  You are Christôs 

light- shine brightly and reveal the Savior to 

the world! 
 

   

 God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living 

hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God  

delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus 

Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, 

anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission 

for the life of the world. ~ ELW Service for Holy Baptism 
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GODôS STORY, OUR STORY 
We have been hearing more and more stories from the people of Zion, stories of where God has 

encountered them in their every day lives.  We would like to share them with you.   

If you have a story to share, please let us know by bringing a story to the church or emailing it to  

courierzion@mchsi.com. 

Acting Ecumenically for the Sake of the World 
 

 When Lutherans and Methodists head to worship on Sundays in Lavina, Mont., their 

destination is the same: Lavina Methodist Church, which both denominations in the town 

call their spiritual home.  ñWeôre so obliged to the Methodists,ò said Doris Hansen, a mem-

ber of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). ñIf it wasnôt for them, I doubt 

weôd have a church.ò 

 The arrangement demonstrates one of the many benefits of full communion partner-

ships between the ELCA and other Christian denominations, church leaders said. 

Last year, United Methodist approved a partnership with the ELCA. The ELCA, in 

turn, approved the partnership at its Churchwide Assembly in August 2009.  ñItôs about 

more than supply and demand for ordained,ò said Don McCoid of the churchwide organiza-

tion, who oversees the ELCAôs ecumenical relations. ñItôs about our working together in 

unity with our Christian partners to carry out Christôs mission.ò 

 The ELCA congregation in Lavina closed its building long ago as membership de-

clined.  The remaining few members had been worshiping in a hotel before working out an 

arrangement with local United Methodists, also experiencing a membership decline.  ñIt 

makes no sense to have a Lutheran congregation of six and a Methodist 

congregation of four in a town of 200,ò said the Rev. Cathy Moorehead, the United 

Methodist pastor who leads them. 

 In Clyde, Kan., the Rev. Anita Strommen, an ELCA pastor, leads a United Methodist 

congregation. She remains on the ELCA roster and reports to her synod bishop. At the same 

time, sheôs called to foster worship in a way that respects the United Methodist heritage.  

ñThereôs a learning curve for pastorsðno doubt about that,ò Pastor Strommen said.  

ñThereôs also a learning curve for the denominations. What does it mean to be in full com-

munion? I think this is going to be an ongoing discovery process.ò 

 

Did You Know? 
One of the ecumenical goals the ELCA pursues is a model called "full communion" as an 

authentic expression of Christian unity in the world. Unity, however, does not mean that 

two churches merge; in reaching consensus churches also respect their differences.  
 

As a result of full communion, these denominations may jointly worship, exchange clergy 

and share a commitment to evangelism, witness and service in the world. 
 

Currently, the ELCA shares full communion relationships with six churches. To learn more, 

visit www.elca.org/FullCommunion. 

http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Full-Communion.aspx


 

 

3 

 

 
 

 

SERVICES 
 

TRADITIONAL  

Saturday eveningsð 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday mornings ð 8:00 a.m. 
 
 

 

CONTEMPORARY 

Sunday mornings ð10:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

BIBLE STUDIES 

Saturday evenings ð4:15 p.m. 

 Sunday mornings ð 9:15 a.m.  
 

 
 

MID -WEEK MORNING PRAYER 

Wednesday mornings ð 8:00 a.m. 

This is a 30 minute worship, with 

communion, open to everyone. 

 

RADIO BROADCAST WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sunday mornings: 10:30 a.m. on KROS 1340 AM 

January WORSHIP  
  

January 2 & 3: (2nd Sunday of Christmas)  

ñWhat has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.ò  

John 1: 3-4 
 

January 9 & 10: (Baptism of our Lord)  ñDo not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 

called you by name, you are mineò  Isaiah 43: 1 
 

January 16 & 17: (2nd Sunday of Epiphany)  ñNow there are varieties of gifts, but the same 

Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 

activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.ò  I Cor. 12: 4 
 

January 23 & 24: (3rd Sunday of Epiphany)  ñFor in the one Spirit we were all baptized into 

one bodyðJews or Greeks, slaves or freeðand we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.ò  I Cor. 12: 13-14.  

Blessing of the Prayer Shawls during Worship. 
 

January 30 & 31: (4th Sunday of Epiphany)  ñLove is patient; love is kind; love is not envi-

ous or boastful or arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 

or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.ò  I Cor. 13: 4-6. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Jan 3, 2009   
First Reading: Jer. 31: 7-14 

Psalm 147: 12-20 

Second Reading: Eph. 1: 3-14 

Gospel: John 1: 10-18 
 

Jan 10, 2009   
First Reading: Isaiah 43: 1-7 

Psalm 29 

Second Reading: Acts 8: 14-17 

Gospel: Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 
 

Jan. 17,  2009  
First Reading: Isaiah 62: 1-5 

Psalm 36: 5-10 

Second Reading: I Cor. 12: 1-11 

Gospel: John 2: 1-11 
 

Jan. 24, 2009   
First Reading: Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

Psalm 19 

Second Reading: I Cor. 12: 12-31a 
Gospel: Luke 4: 14-21 
 

Jan. 31, 2009  
First Reading: Isaiah 6: 1-8 

Psalm 138 

Second Reading: I Cor. 13: 1-13 
Gospel: Luke 5: 1-11 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

Season of  

Epiphany 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sermons4kids.com/baptism_jesus_wph.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sermons4kids.com/baptism_jesus_wph_colorpg.htm&usg=__cjkmOZ_yYCac0r1yKZPbwzma5Vw=&h=746&w=612&sz=80&hl=en&start=12&itbs=1&tbnid=SuYb3s-tOYKmFM:&
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Holidays/christmas-north-star.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Holidays/christmas-north-star.shtml&usg=__4JjUqa0tSkc-A-SS--gacVMU9Xc=&h=295&w=272&sz=21&hl=en&st
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LOOKING AHEAD 

 

 The season of Epiphany is all about the revelation of Jesus.  Epiphany traditionally begins at the 

birth of Jesus and ends with the Transfiguration of Our Lord.  It is during this time of the church year that 

we get to witness Jesusô identity as the Son of God being revealed to the world.  On January 6th, the church 

celebrates the day of Epiphany.  This is the day that the Magi found the baby Jesus and shared the birth of 

the Messiah with the Gentile (or non-Jewish) communities.  The feast of the Magi is a celebration of 

Christôs revelation to all of humanity.  

 While the day of Epiphany marks one major revelation of Christ, we hear many other scripture read-

ings in which Jesus identity is revealed during this season.  Epiphany always includes the Baptism of our 

Lord which is celebrated the weekend after the day of Epiphany.  During this season, we will also hear sto-

ries of Jesus miracles and healings that declare him as the Son of God.  Traditionally, the miracle story that 

was shared is the Wedding at Cana, which is the beginning of Jesus ministry according to the Gospel of 

John, because this miracle was the first time Jesusô identity was proclaimed publically as an adult.  Trans-

figuration Sunday is the close of the Epiphany season as we say good-bye to the ñAlleluiasò we so joyfully 

proclaim throughout the year and transition into the solemn season of Lent.   
 

January 6: Confirmation, Bell Choir, and Adult Choir schedules resume. 
 

January 9 & 10: Guest PastorðPr. Ginger Anderson-Larson. 
 

January 10: Sunday School classes resume. 
 

January 10, 11:30 am: Baptism Reunion luncheon for all those baptized in 2008 and 2009.   
 

January 15: All Committee Annual reports are due in the office. 
 

January 16, 7:15 amð5:00 pm: Mission Trip to Cedar Rapids.   

   Sign up in the church office by January 10. 
 

January 16: Attend the opera ñCarmenò in Davenport.  See page 10 for more information. 
 

January 21 & 28: Open Forums for the congregation.  Bishop Burk will be with us Jan. 21. 
 

January 24, Noon: Choir Mid-Winter Party at the Pirch residence.  (759 Hawks Point Lane) 
 

January 26, 6 pm: Pre-Annual meeting Budget Forum. 
 

January 31, 11:30 am: Luncheon and Annual Meeting 

 

 
February 14, Noon: Mardi Gras Dinner 
 

February 14: Josh Duffee Jazz Orchestra in Concert at 2:00 pm 

followed by a dessert reception sponsored by the 2010 Youth mis-

sion trip participants.   

Tickets: $15/adults, $10/students.  $5 from each ticket will be 

given to the mission trip participants for preparing and serving our dessert.   

(Snow date, Feb. 28) 
 

February 13: Mission Trip to Cedar Rapids.  Sign up in the church office by Feb. 7. 
 

February 17: Ash Wednesday Worship, 6:30pm. 

JANUARY  EVENTS  

Josh Duffee Jazz Orchestra 
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STEWARDSHIP  
 

Winter Weather and Church Activities 

Unfortunately, winter weather can affect Zionôs events.  Hereôs a reminder 

of what to expect if the weather gets miserable. 

During the weekdays, if the Clinton schools are closed, Zionôs office will 

also be closed.  Call ahead after 3:00 to learn about evening activities via 

the office answering machine. 

During the weekend, the TV stations are increasingly reluctant to list all 

the worship cancellations, so call the church office and listen to the re-

cording.  If we cancel, we will use the church phone message to relay the cancellation as 

soon as possible. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH CAN HELP YOU ACHIEVE FINANCIAL PEACE 

NEW PREVIEW CLASSES SCHEDULED 
 

 Dave Ramseyôs Financial Peace University will be offered beginning on Sunday, 

January 10.  We have two preview classes scheduled.  The first preview was Sunday, Decem-

ber 13, 11:30 a.m. and the second preview will be Monday, January 4, 6:00 p.m.  This is a 

13-week program in personal financial management taught by Dave Ramsey via DVD.  Life-

time membership is $99, which includes a workbook, audio recordings of all the classes, plus other items.    

This class is for couples, families with middle school and/or high school students and singles.  The classes are 

open to anyone in the community, so invite your friends!  Free babysitting will be provided if needed.  If you 

have questions, please call Diane Cassaday at 243-3416. 
 

 Thank You Financial Peace University Babysitters! 

 In our latest Financial Peace University class we had a young couple with very young children who 

needed babysitters.  Because of the wonderful volunteers at Zion, we were able to provide free babysitting for 

this couple.  Thank you goes out to Gina Schwartz, Barb Rhoades, Beth Griswold, Sally Eversoll, Molly Ever-

soll, Jane Teney, Joyce Ollie, Kristi Montgomery, Sue Raser, Lindsey Thornton, and Linda Schoening. 

10 RESOLUTIONS TO MAKE 2010 A GREENER YEAR 
 

1. Use your Zion Blue Bag.  Donôt forget them at home or leave them 

in the car.  USE the BLUE BAG 

2. Turn off the power:  lights, computers, and chargers when not in use. 

3. Donôt take a store offered plastic bag if not needed. 

4. Use energy efficient light bulbs 

5. Buy plastic bottles that can be recycled: shampoo, lotions, etc 

6. Use cloth napkins 

7. Buy local food when possible; farmers markets in season.   

8. If in doubt where to recycle a particular item try www.earth911.org; type  

 in the name of the item and your zip code. 

1.  Have an energy audit of your home.   

2.  Pray that we may all be better stewards of Godôs world 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.backactive.ca/Portals/backactive/snow_shovel2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.backactive.ca/Default.aspx%3Ftabid%3D672&usg=__M5gjPesY1azQRqQAWfprQ3myACk=&h=800&w=535&sz=449&hl=en&start=17&tbnid=r_htBszq6BvnDM:&t
http://www.earth911.org
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.vpfo.msu.edu/site_graphics/GreenIdeas.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.vpfo.msu.edu/greenideas.html&h=471&w=438&sz=16&hl=en&start=12&tbnid=aamLpj2iDgbQqM:&tbnh=129&tbnw=120&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dgreen%26gbv%3D2%26hl
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INTERESTED IN ATTENDING THE METROPOLITAN OPERA?  Join a group from 

Zion attending the production of Bizetôs always-popular Carmen on January 16th at Cin-

ema 53 in Davenport.  (The Metropolitan has live simulcasts in theaters around the 

world.)  It runs from 12:00 noon to 4:00 with intermissions between acts.  Carmen is a 

great opera for people who have never seen one before.  It has many memorable songs 

and great characters.  It is sung in French, but there are English subtitles, so following 

the plot is no problem.  Tickets are $22 for adults, $20 for seniors 60 and older, and $15 

for children 11 and under.  Call the church office (242-7391) to sign up for car pooling.  

Call Joyce Ollie (243-5477) for more details. 

A Christmas  

Greeting from 

Bishop  

Mark Hanson,  

Presiding Bishop of 

the ELCA. 


